
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 JANUARY 4, 2018
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 Review and approval of the minutes from December 7, 2017.
     

3. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
3.1 JEROME M. & JEANETTE M. RICHO, 211 S. 10th STREET, CASE 17­00125 Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­173 Wrecked or inoperable motor 
vehicles  on private  property  declared  a  nuisance  and prohibited. Requesting Board determination  of 
the case.

     

 
3.2 MARK S. O'BRIEN, 421 S. 9th STREET, CASE 17­00114.Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 

Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  Section  42­116  (a)  Cleaning  of  lots;  Maintenance  of 
Structure. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
3.3 DEGRA  DONALDSON,  524  S.  5TH  STREET,  CASE  17­00117 Violation(s)  of  the  City  of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances Exist: 7.01.05 Land Development Code Recreational Vehicle, 
Boats, Trailers, Or Similar Vehicles. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
3.4 LORI ANN SCOTT, 783 S. 7th STREET, CASE 17­00110 Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 

Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  Section  42­116  (a)  Cleaning  of  lots,  maintenance  of  structures; 
7.01.05 Land Development Code Recreational vehicle, boats,  trailers, or similar vehicles. Requesting 
Board determination of the case.

     

 

3.5 DALE  HAIR  &  STEVEN  HAIR  &  LARISSA  H.  KWIATKOWSKI  ET  AL,  818  SAN 
FERNANDO  STREET,  CASE  17­00069 Violation(s)  of  the  City  of  Fernandina  Beach  Code  of 
Ordinances exist: Section 42­116 (a&b) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of structures; 42­173 Wrecked 
or  inoperable  motor  vehicles  on  private  property  declared  a  nuisance  and  prohibited;  and  Land 
Development  Code  7.01.05  (c&d)  Specific  parking  restrictions  of  commercial  vehicles,  recreation 
vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
3.6 TANYA  J. WEBSTER,  1016  BROOME  STREET,  CASE  17­00133 Violation(s)  of  the  City  of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on 
private  property  declared  a  nuisance  and  prohibited;  42­116  (a)  Cleaning  of  lots,  maintenance  of 
structures, Requesting Board determination of the case. 

     



 
3.7 PETE MCNEIL  SR.  ESTATE AND MINNIE MILLER ESTATE C/O WANDA BLUE,  1212 

FIR STREET, CASE 17­00131 Violation(s)  of  the City  of  Fernandina Beach Code  of Ordinances 
exist: Section 42­173 Wrecked or  inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance 
and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

     

 

3.8 FEDERAL  NATIONAL  MORTGAGE  ASSOCIATION,  505  S.  17TH  STREET,  CASE  12­
00205 Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­116 (a&b) 
Cleaning of lots; maintenance of structures; 42­173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles declared a 
public  nuisance  and  prohibited;  and  Land  Development  Code  7.01.05  (C&D),  Specific  Parking 
Restrictions  of  Commercial  Vehicles,  Recreation  Vehicles,  Boats,  and  Trailers. Requesting  Board 
determination of the case.

     

4. BOARD BUSINESS
   

5. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING 
DECEMBER 7, 2017

5:30 P.M.
CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

204 ASH STREET
FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/ DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

Call to order: Chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 5:35pm

Members Present:
Marlene Chapman Adam Kauffman
Gail Schults Henry Byrd
Cynthia Crow Carlton “Buddy” Boyd

Members Absent:
Scott Steffen 

No alternates are available.

Others Present:
Tammi Bach, Board Attorney
George Wells, Code Compliance Officer
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes for the September 7, 2017, hearing were presented for approval. A motion was made 
by Member Kaufman to approve the minutes, seconded by Member Crow. Vote upon passage was 
taken and all being ayes, carried. 
Chair Boyd asked if there were any changes to the agenda for this evening. Ms. Newton replied yes, 
and Mr.  Wells explained that items 4.1 and 4.7 had come into compliance, 4.6 had been given an 
extension and the rest were on the docket.

3. OLD BUSINESS
Ms. Bach described the proceedings of quasi-judicial hearings. Chair Boyd asked if any members 
had had ex parte communications related to the cases tonight and the members all replied no. 
Witnesses were sworn in.

4. NEW BUSINESS

4.1. MCKINLEY LEWIS ESTATE, 1215 ELM STREET, CASE 17-00075
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinance exist: (a) Section 42-116
Cleaning of lots; maintenance of structures; 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on 
private property declared a nuisance and prohibited; and 42-92 On occupied private property. 
Requesting Board determination of the case.
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This item was removed from the agenda.

4.2.WILLIE B. EVANS JR & PAULA EVANS, 810 11TH STREET, CASE NUMBER 17- 00083
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (b) 
Cleaning of lots; maintenance of structures; and 7.01.05 of the City of Fernandina Beach Land 
Development Code. Requesting Board determination of the case.

George Wells for the City read the Staff Report and gave the history of the case. He was on a proactive 
sweep and saw a pickup truck in the right of way and utility trailer, other items scattered in the driveway and 
yard. Stated that the owner had moved the pickup truck but other violations continue to exist.
Chair Boyd opened to the Public
Member Crow asked Ms. Forstrom for the rules on trailers and whether they could be moved to the side or 
backyards for compliance. Ms. Forstrom replied said trailers to side and back can be stored, but this case is 
about more than the trailer, it is about the stuff on the trailer and in the yard. Member Crow wanted to know 
whether an empty trailer would be in compliance, and Mr. Wells indicated that it had to do with all of the items 
stored on the trailer and other items in the yard that appeared to be broken a/c units and similar objects and 
was trying to determine whether the owner was operating a business. He stated that the accumulation of junk 
can result in attracting vermin, and that while it appeared as though owner tried to move items and stack 
them, it was still not in compliance. Chair Boyd asked if the owner had a license with the city as a contractor or 
for a home business and Mr. Wells replied no. 
Attorney Bach wanted to clarify that the staff could not get on property, so there is no way to tell if it is properly 
tagged and runs. There were multiple citations originally, but the truck is now in compliance, so now the 
question is trash, debris, junk or rubbish part of the code. She stated that calls from neighbors can be difficult 
to assess and it is up to the discretion of the enforcement officer. Mr. Wells said it looks items are 
accumulating like a scrapyard. Member Schults wanted to know what constitutes a scrapyard and Mr. Wells 
said the items were in pieces like the owner was working on them. Member Crow asked whether there was a 
fence and Mr. Wells replied no that it is easily seen from the road.
Member Kauffman asked whether this was an “eye of the beholder” scenario and whether the items were neat 
on the trailer. Mr. Wells stated that the City doesn’t allow junk to accumulate, and though it is sorted on the 
trailers, that doesn’t negate the fact that it is junk and parts are being scrapped. Member Kauffman asked 
whether we knew those items wouldn’t be used again, and whether Mr. Wells thought the owner had made an 
effort and believed he was in compliance. Mr. Wells stated that the owner had not contacted him in any way to 
confirm that he was in compliance and the owner is not present tonight. 
Member Crow asked whether he would have been cited with the way it looked now because she was 
struggling with how to tell people what they can and can’t keep in their backyard, and Mr. Wells said yes, that 
the owner would have to store items properly in a shed and not out in the open. When he spoke with the 
owner he told him that the items had to be removed and stored properly.
Member Schults asked if he covered it will it be a violation, Mr. Wells stated that if there were a privacy fence 
and it could not be seen from the street, he couldn’t be cited, but accumulation might attract rodents, and a  
cover might attract more. Member Chapman wanted to clarify that the owner was not running a business out 
of his home and Mr. Wells stated that nothing showed that there was a business.
Member Kauffman asked when the last time Mr. Wells had talked to the owner, Mr. Wells replied that it was in 
the street one day and he advised the owner that the items needed to be stored away. Member Kauffman 
stated that it looked as though the owner made a good faith effort to clean, although maybe not in compliance, 
and if he was trying to do the right thing, we don’t want to punish him, and suggested having a conversation 
with him. Chair Boyd stated that the hearing tonight was his opportunity to do that.
Chair Boyd called for a motion. After a little more discussion on whether to table or make a motion, Member 
Crow made a motion that the property was in violation of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances, 
Section 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of structures. The motion was seconded by Member Shults 
and approved, with Member Kauffman the only nay vote. Member Crow then made a motion that to assess a 
$50 per day fine and recover administrative fees if the property was not in compliance by December 23, 2017.
ACTION: Approved, Moved by Member Crow, Seconded by Member Chapman.
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4.3. GRACE CAROLYN ROWE, 815 SOUTH 7TH STREET, CASE NUMBER 17-00091
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots, 
Maintenance of structures. Requesting Board determination of the case.

George Wells presented the case for the City and read the staff report. He stated that the grass was 
overgrown more than 12 inches and that the situation had not been remedied after several notices. Chair 
Boyd opened the public hearing and Mr. Jason Rowe, of 95158 Village Drive, Fernandina Beach, 
Florida, spoke on behalf of his mother, Grace Carolyn Rowe, who owns the house. He explained that his 
father passed away in April and the letters are being received by his brother’s office. He stated that the 
house is to be sold and the expected closing date is December 14. His mother has several properties 
and some sustained damage during Hurricane Irma, and this property had fallen by the wayside. He 
requested the opportunity to remedy the situation. Mr. Wells asked for an expected time frame to 
complete the maintenance required and Mr. Rowe stated it would be completed by the weekend. 

Member Shults asked if damage was done by the hurricane and Mr. Rowe stated there was a little water 
damage and the couple buying it was looking to renovate it and make it an asset to the community. Mr. 
Wells reiterated that the only violation was regarding the overgrowth in the yard.

Member Chapman stated that the house is being sold in a week, if the only issue is lawn, and if it is done 
then it’s a done deal.

The public hearing was closed. Member Crow asked whether they should work something out or find 
them in violation. Mr. Wells stated that the violation had occurred since October 5 and the letters 
informing them of violation had mail receipts showing they were signed for. Chair Boyd suggested the 
board make a motion on the violation.

Member Crow made a motion to find the property in violation of City of Fernandina Beach, Code of 
Ordinance Section 42-116 (a) overgrowth of yard or vacant lot. Member Kauffman seconded the motion 
and it carried, all members being in favor. 

Member Kauffman made a motion to postpone implementation of fines of $100 and administration fees 
until December 13, if the property is not found to be in compliance. Member Chapman seconded and the 
motion carried, all in favor. 

ACTION: Approved, Moved by Member Crow, seconded by Member Kauffman.

4.4 BETTY & WAYNE YORK, 731 SOUTH 6TH STREET, CASE NUMBER 17-00093

Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable 
motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

Mr. Wells for the City read the Staff report and presented the case. There were two inoperable vehicles on the 
property. At this time, one vehicle has been removed but the other is still there so the property is still in 
violation. There has been no contact from the owners at this time

No one from the public was there to speak, so Chair Boyd opened discussion to the Board. Member Crow 
asked if the owners lived there and Mr. Wells stated that according to the property record that is their home. 
She stated that we had done everything we could to give proper notice and. Mr. Wells affirmed that. Chair 
Boys asked for a motion. Member Crow made a motion to find the property in violation of the City of 
Fernandina Beach, Code of Ordinances, Section 42-173, wrecked or inoperable on vehicles, and that the 
owners pay all administrative fees and $100 per day if not in compliance by December 14.  Member Chapman 
seconded and the motion carried.

Action: Approved, Motion by Member Crow, Second by Member Chapman
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4.5. BRANDON E SAMUELS, 627 DIVISION STREET, CASE NUMBER 17-00094
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable 
motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

Mr. Wells for the City read the Staff report and presented the case, an inoperable vehicle. The owner claims to 
be trying to sell the car but of this date the car is still there and in violation.
As no one from the public was present, Chair Boyd opened discussion to the Board. Member Crow made a 
motion that the property was in violation of the City of Fernandina Beach, Code of Ordinances, Section 42-
173, wrecked or inoperable vehicles on private property, and the owner directed to pay administrative fees 
and a fine of $100 per day if the property was not brought into compliance by December 14, 2017. Member 
Chapman seconded. The motion passed all in favor.

Action: Approved, Motion by Member Crow, Second by Member Chapman

4.6. BARBARA GLADYS DOUGLAS PETRO, 1430 BEECH STREET, CASE NUMBER 17- 00111
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots; 
maintenance of structures. Requesting Board determination of the case.

This item was removed from the agenda as the owners were given an extension.

4.7. WILLIAM BAILEY CRIPPS, 320 SOUTH 14TH STREET, CASE NUMBER 17-00103
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots; 
maintenance of structures; and 42-92 Rubbish, Trash, Debris, Junk, or Similar Items. Requesting 
Board determination of the case.

This item was removed from the agenda as the property was brought into compliance.

4.8. TERRY LEE ROBERTS, 816 SOUTH 12TH STREET, CASE NUMBER 17-00106
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or 
inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting 
Board determination of the case.

Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and read the Staff report. He stated there were two vehicles with 
expired tags on the property and that as of this day, one vehicle was no longer there but the other was still on 
the property. 
As no one from the public was present, Chair Boyd opened discussion to the Board. Member Kauffman made 
a motion that the property was in violation of the City of Fernandina Beach, Code of Ordinances, Section 42-
173, wrecked or inoperable vehicles on private property, and the owner directed to pay administrative fees 
and a fine of $100 per day if the property was not brought into compliance by December 14, 2017. Member 
Chapman seconded. The motion passed all in favor.

Action: Approved, Motion by Member Crow, Second by Member Chapman

5. BOARD BUSINESS

Member Kauffman stated that the Board needed alternates and asked whether it had been advertised. 
Ms. Forstrom asked about the status of the Taylor Rental building located at 400 8TH St. Ms. Bach stated 
that her office had researched to find whether the property had liens and was deciding whether to file for 
foreclosure of the property or file a court order to force compliance. Ms. Forstrom stated that the property 
was cleaned up a little but the building has structural damage. Member Schults asked which option was 
less cumbersome and Ms. Bach stated that she thought foreclosure was best because once in the City’s 
the property can be cleaned up and resold. Member Schults asked how long the property had been an 
issue and Ms. Forstrom stated it had been an issue for years.
Member Byrd asked whether Code Enforcement was targeting inoperable vehicles, and Ms. Forstrom 
responded that the department was going proactive on violations like yards, motor vehicles, and 
structures. She complimented Mr. Wells on his hard work and said that now they were staffed they are 
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trying to get more properties into compliance and get the City cleaned up. She stated that when they go 
out into the community they offer resources and try to help, rather than just slap them fines, and that is 
why so many come into compliance.

6. ADJOURNMENT           MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:58 pm

_______________________________ _______________________________
Secretary Clayton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair



Draft Code Enforcement & Appeals Board
Regular Hearing Minutes

December 7, 2017




















































































































































































































































	1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
	2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	1 Review and approval of the minutes from December 7
	12-07-2017 Minutes


	3. NEW BUSINESS
	1 JEROME M. &; JEANETTE M. RICHO, 211 S. 10th STR
	Staff Report

	2 MARK S. O'BRIEN, 421 S. 9th STREET, CASE 17-00114.
	Staff Report

	3 DEGRA DONALDSON, 524 S. 5TH STREET, CASE 17-00117
	Staff Report

	4 LORI ANN SCOTT, 783 S. 7th STREET, CASE 17-00110&n
	Staff Report

	5 DALE HAIR & STEVEN HAIR & LARISSA H. KWIAT
	Staff Report

	6 TANYA J. WEBSTER, 1016 BROOME STREET, CASE 17-0013
	Staff Report

	7 PETE MCNEIL SR. ESTATE AND MINNIE MILLER ESTATE C/
	Staff Report

	8 FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION, 505 S. 17TH
	Staff Report


	4. BOARD BUSINESS
	5. ADJOURNMENT

