
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 FEBRUARY 1, 2018
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM JANUARY 4, 2018.
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

 
3.1 WILLIE B. EVANS JR. & PAULA EVANS, 810 11TH STREET, CASE 17­00083. Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42­116 (a) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of 
structures. Respondent requests Board reconsideration.

     

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
4.1 JAMES  P.  RANKOSKY,  613  FIR  STREET,  CASE  16­00001. Violation(s)  of  the  City  of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­116 (a&b). Requesting Board determination 
of the case.

     

 
4.2 BHUSHAN  A.  &  RASHMI  B.  GODBOLE,  725  TARPON  AVE.  UPPER,  CASE  17­

00140. Violation(s)  of  the  City  of  Fernandina  Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  Section  42­173 
Wrecked  or  inoperable  motor  vehicles  on  private  property  declared  a  nuisance  and 
prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
4.3 CURTIS J. & REBECCA L. MATILICH, 833 ELLEN STREET, CASE 18­00003. Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Land Development Code exist: Section 7.01.05 LDC Specific parking 
restrictions  for  commercial  vehicles,  recreational  vehicles,  boats,  and  trailers. Requesting  Board 
determination of the case. 

     

 
4.4 SCOTT MARTIN, 836 LAURA STREET (UNIT U&D), CASE 17­00141. Violation(s) of the City 

of  Fernandina  Beach  Land  Development  Code  exist:  Section  7.01.05  LDC  Specific  parking 
restrictions  for  commercial  vehicles,  recreational  vehicles,  boats,  and  trailers. Requesting  Board 
determination of the case. 

     

 
4.5 BRADLEY  F.  &  CHRISTINE  P.  EVANS,  2904  WEST  5TH  STREET  UPPER,  CASE  17­

00144. Violation(s) of  the City of Fernandina Beach Land Development Code exist: Section 7.01.05 
LDC  Specific  parking  restrictions  for  commercial  vehicles,  recreational  vehicles,  boats,  and 
trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

     

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

6. ADJOURNMENT
   



Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
Call to order: Chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 5:33

Members Present: 
Cynthia Crow                        Scott Steffen
Adam Kaufman                     Marlene Chapman
Henry Byrd                           Carlton “Buddy” Boyd
Gail Schults

Others Present:
Tammi Bach, Board Attorney
George Wells, Compliance Officer
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
  

 

2.1 Review and approval of the minutes from December 7, 2017.

The minutes for December 7, 2017, were presented for approval. Member Kaufman made a motion to 
approve the minutes; Member Byrd seconded and the motion passed, all in favor.

Attorney Bach explained the proceedings of quasi-judicial procedures. Chair Boyd asked if any 
members had had ex parte communications related to the cases tonight and all members replied no.  

Ms. Newton swore in witnesses.

   

3. NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Forstrom presented changes to the agenda: Items 3.1 and 3.4 came into compliance. She requested 
that Item 3.8 be heard first, as there was a member of the audience who wished to speak on that item.

  

 
3.1 JEROME M. & JEANETTE M. RICHO, 211 S. 10th STREET, CASE 17-00125 Violation(s) of the 

City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor 
vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the 
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case.

In compliance
   

 

3.2 MARK S. O'BRIEN, 421 S. 9th STREET, CASE 17-00114.Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots; Maintenance of 
Structure. Requesting Board determination of the case.

   Chair Boyd read case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the city. On October 4, he  
received a citizen complaint regarding overgrowth and he posted a door hanger. In December, 
he re-inspected the property and found no change. The owner has not made contact after several 
notifications. The property is boarded up and secured but the vines and grasses are growing up 
around the building. 

Chair Boyd opened for discussion, and having none, asked for a motion. Member Kaufman 
made a motion to find the property in violation of 42-116, and assess a fine of $100 per day 
beginning January 15 if not in compliance, along with and administrative fees. Member Crow 
seconded. The motion passed, all in favor.

   

 

3.3 DEGRA DONALDSON, 624 S. 5TH STREET, CASE 17-00117 Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances Exist: 7.01.05 Land Development Code Recreational Vehicle, 
Boats, Trailers, Or Similar Vehicles. Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Boyd described the case. Mr. Wells presented the City’s case. In October, he saw a trailer and RV 
in the front yard and left a door hanger. There has been no change in the property as of the morning.

Chair Boyd opened for discussion. Member Crow asked for clarification on the rules regarding trailers 
and recreational vehicles. Mr. Wells stated that the trailer had to be behind the house or to the side. Vice 
Chair Steffen asked if the property was rented out or if the owner was living there, and whether contact 
had been made. Mr. Wells stated Degra Donaldson was the owner of record and he never saw the owner.

Member Crow made a motion to find the property in violation of 7.01.05 and assess a fine of $50 per 
day per vehicle beginning January 15 if not in compliance, along with and administrative fees. 
Member Kaufman seconded the motion. The motion passed, all in favor.

   

 

 

3.4 LORI ANN SCOTT, 783 S. 7th STREET, CASE 17-00110 Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of structures; 7.01.05 
Land Development Code Recreational vehicle, boats, trailers, or similar vehicles. Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

In compliance
   

 
3.5 DALE HAIR & STEVEN HAIR & LARISSA H. KWIATKOWSKI ET AL, 818 SAN 

FERNANDO STREET, CASE 17-00069 Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of 
Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (a&b) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of structures; 42-173 Wrecked or 
inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited; and Land 
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Development Code 7.01.05 (c&d) Specific parking restrictions of commercial vehicles, recreation 
vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case.

   Chair Boyd described the case. Ms. Forstrom presented the case for the City. In September, Ms. 
Forstrom saw house had overgrowth, many inoperable vehicles, the roof was in disrepair and there were 
windows broken, so she left a notice of visit. On October 17, she received a voicemail from one of the 
property owners, called back, and left a voicemail, and the owner never returned the call. As of 
yesterday, the vehicles have moved but are still out of compliance, and windows are still broken. 
Member Steffen asked if all the owners have knowledge of the issues, and Ms. Forstrom replied that 
Dale Hair knew, because he left the voicemail, and she wasn’t sure if the messages had been 
communicated to the others.

Chair Boyd opened for discussion.  Member Byrd was concerned over knowing how many vehicles 
there were, and Ms. Forstrom said that it may different daily, as they moved around. Member Kaufman 
suggested a flat amount for vehicles. 

Member Kaufman made a motion to find the property in violation of 42-173, and assess a fine of $125 
per day, and in violation of  LDC 7.01.05 (c&d), and assess fines of $125 per day and in violation of 42-
116 (a&b), and assess fines of $100 per day, beginning January 15th if not in compliance, along with all 
administrative fees. Member Steffen seconded the motion. The motion passed all in favor. 

   

 

3.6 TANYA J. WEBSTER, 1016 BROOME STREET, CASE 17-00133 Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on 
private property declared a nuisance and prohibited; 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of 
structures, Requesting Board determination of the case. 

  Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City. In October, he confirmed an 
SUV with an expired tag, and the grass length was in excess if twelve inches and there was a large pile 
of trash and debris. No change has been made to the property after several notices and there has been no 
contact from the owners.

Chair Boyd opened for discussion. Member Crow asked whether the Notice of Violation listed two or 
three violations. Mr. Wells stated there were two.  

Member Kaufman made a motion to find the property in violation of 42-173 and 42-116(a), assess 
administrative fees and fines of $50 per violation per day if not in compliance by January 15. Member 
Chapman seconded the motion, and it passed all in favor.  

Member Crow made a motion to amend the previous motions for cases found in violation tonight to 
reflect that administrative fees assessed immediately and paid first. Member Kaufman seconded the 
motion and it passed all in favor.

   

 

3.7 PETE MCNEIL SR. ESTATE AND MINNIE MILLER ESTATE C/O WANDA BLUE, 1212 FIR 
STREET, CASE 17-00131 Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 
Section 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and 
prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

   Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the City’s case. On October 17, he observed four 
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inoperable vehicles. He spoke with tenant and confirmed that none have current tags and not all run. As 
of this date, only three vehicles are there. 

Chair Boyd opened for discussion. Member Byrd asked if the issue was related to the location of the 
vehicles and it was clarified that it was an expired tags/inoperable vehicle violation. The property may 
not fall in junkyard category but if the vehicles had no registration they were in violation. Member 
Kaufman asked if it was an issue if the vehicle was in good shape and Ms. Forstrom replied that the 
vehicle had to be able to run legally down the street. Attorney Bach read the definition or “wrecked or 
inoperable vehicles”.

Member Chapman made a motion to find the property in violation of 42-173 and assess administrative 
fees and $50 per day per vehicle beginning January 15 if not in compliance. Member Crow seconded the 
motion. The motion passed with all present voting yes. Vice Chair Steffen was excused during the 
discussion and was not present.

   

 

3.8 FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION, 505 S. 17TH STREET, CASE 12-
00205 Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (a&b) 
Cleaning of lots; maintenance of structures; 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles declared a 
public nuisance and prohibited; and Land Development Code 7.01.05 (C&D), Specific Parking 
Restrictions of Commercial Vehicles, Recreation Vehicles, Boats, and Trailers. Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

Chair Boyd described case. Michelle Forstrom for the City presented the case: beginning November 1, 
2012, the City received a complaint of junk on property, roof in disrepair. She inspected and left notice 
of visit. In June 2013, she re-inspected the home to find more accumulation, and spoke to the “tenant” 
and former owner, Mr. Charles Kennedy, about the violations. Through the years, she has stopped by, 
nothing has been done to come into compliance. Mr. Kennedy lost house to Clerk of Courts, then it went 
to Fannie Mae. She waited for the bank to take over the property and evict Mr. Kennedy, but that never 
happened. George Wells inspected again in 2017, and Federal National Mortgage Association is the 
owner of record. No one claims property including Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Mr. Kennedy has paid 
property taxes for the years 2013, 2014, and 2015, but was notified that he was not the property owner of 
record. Charles Kennedy came in yesterday. Recommendation to assess $50 per vehicle, $100 per day 
for the cleaning. 

Mr. Charles Kennedy, resides part time at 505 S 17th Street, provided the following information: Prior to 
Mother’s death in 2001, she wanted place for his brother to stay when he got out of prison. Within a few 
months of getting there, the brother had obtained a loan of $120,000 from Bank of America to renovate 
house. After 6 months, the neighbor said he hadn’t been by in weeks. The brother was arrested a couple 
times in Nassau County and fled once released. He passed away 2 years ago. Mr. Kennedy retained Mr. 
Poole to represent him to find out how his brother had gotten loan, and the judge ruled that the bank was 
justified in giving the loan. Mr. Kennedy moved back in and went to pay taxes and was told he was no 
longer a holder of record. He thought that the title was broken up among him and his brother. He got an 
auction notification as an owner of interest. When Bank of America foreclosed on the house, it was sold 
to someone in Atlanta. He paid taxes again, trying resolve issues related to the house. No mortgage was 
on house when brother moved in. 

 Member Kaufman stated that Mr. Kennedy is not the owner of the property, and wondered if he has any 
rights with the property. He wanted to know if Mr. Kennedy had contacted a lawyer regarding the matter 
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and Mr. Kennedy stated he had not, and that he did not received any notice that the title had changed.

Chair Boyd opened board discussion. Vice Chair Steffen asked whether Mr. Kennedy’s son could help 
sort this out. Member Chapman asked why he was putting money in home but he didn’t own it. Mr. 
Kennedy said that he knows that he had no legal right to be there, but that the house had been in his 
name jointly with his brother’s, and his brother had taken out the loan and used the money to escape.  
His son wants the house if he can figure out how to get clear title. Member Byrd asked if has been before 
Board previously and Ms. Forstrom replied no. Member Crow wanted to know how he got notice of the 
hearing, and Ms. Forstrom stated that she had posted the house and sent an agenda to the house. Member 
Kaufman asked if Mr. Kennedy realized that he was trespassing. 

Chair Boyd suggested the Board focus on the violations. Member Kaufman said that Mr. Kennedy could 
not be in violation because he is not the owner. Member Crow suggested that the Board look at Mr. 
Kennedy as though he were a neighbor; and that they focus on the property and whether it was in 
violation. If it was found in violation, they would notice the owner of record.  Ms. Forstrom said that 
Fannie Mae claimed that did not have the property since 2005. Vice Chair Steffen asked if there was a 
chance that the property was not actually foreclosed on. Ms. Forstrom explained the research she had 
done to try to track the owner down, and Mr. Kennedy is the only link to property she could find. She 
believes that the property fell through the cracks during the mortgage crisis and somehow was involved 
in a foreclosure scam. 

Attorney Bach asked board to determine violation, but stated that Board cannot ask Mr. Kennedy to 
clean it up as he is not the owner of record. She advised Mr. Kennedy that he needed to be careful since 
he was not the owner of record. She said a deed could be recorded somewhere we don’t know about. If 
the Board found violations to create liens, and City of Fernandina Beach can research more and take it to 
court if necessary. The lien would be tied to the property not a person. 

Vice Chair Steffen stated that he understood that the Board cannot direct Mr. Kennedy to clean. Ms. 
Forstrom state stuff has been there forever and it is a safety issue. Member Chapman asked how Bank of 
America had given out the loan, and Attorney Bach replied that the house had probably been used as 
collateral.

Member Byrd asked to see photographs of the property and violations. Ms. Forstrom posted the photos 
on the projector screen and described them. Member Byrd stated that the scene was similar to another 
recent case and that it looked like a junkyard.

Member Kaufman made a motion to find the property in violation of 42-116 (a&b), 42-173, and LDC 
7.01.05 (C&D), and to assess a fine of $250 per day effective January 5, 2018, along with all 
administrative fees incurred against the owner of record. Member Byrd seconded the motion, and the 
motion carried, all in favor.

Member Kaufman asked for the City to assess if there were any critical safety issues and if so, try to 
remedy them.  

4. BOARD BUSINESS

Chair Boyd asked whether the these types of violations had to go before the Board, and Attorney Bach said that 
the City did not usually issue citations because a $75 citation is usually not incentive to come into compliance, 
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and the citation does not create a lien to allow the City to take further action for cases that have been issues for 
several years. Ms. Forstrom stated that over 25 cases were originally schedule for this evening but because of the 
notices it had been brought down to 8.

  

5. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m.
  

___________________________________ _____________________________________
Recording Secretary Clayton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair
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