
 *CANCELLED AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 MARCH 1, 2018
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 Approval of the February 1, 2018 minutes.
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
4.1 LYNN MICHELLE CLARK, 34 NORTH 14TH PLACE, CASE 18­00014.Violation(s) of the City 

of  Fernandina  Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  42­173 Wrecked  or  inoperable  motor  vehicles  on 
private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
4.2 JULIE VANZANT REED, 709 NORTH 15TH STREET, CASE 18­00021. Violation(s) of the City 

of  Fernandina  Beach  Land Development  Code  exist:  7.01.05  LDC  Specific  parking  restrictions  for 
commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the 
case.

     

 
4.3 CHARLES & KIMBERLY BEDWELL, 1005 CALLE CORTE, CASE 18­00020. Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42­173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles 
on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

     

 
4.4 BRADLEY CATON, 2164 NATURES GATE COURT SOUTH, CASE 18­00009. Violation(s) of 

the  City  of  Fernandina  Beach  Land  Development  Code  exist:  Specific  parking  restrictions  for 
commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the 
case.

     

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

6. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).



For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:29 pm.

Council Members Present

Chair Buddy Boyd Henry Byrd
Vice Chair Scott Steffen Gail Schults
Adam Kaufman Marlene Chapman

Council Members Absent

Cynthia Crow (excused)

Others Present

Tammi Bach, City Attorney
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager
George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the January 4, 2018, Regular 
Hearing were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Chapman, to 
approve the Minutes. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

City Attorney Bach explained the quasi-judicial process and asked if there had been any ex-parte communications. Ms. 
Newton swore in witnesses. 

3. Old Business 

3.1 WILLIE B. EVANS JR. & PAULA EVANS, 810 11TH STREET, CASE 17-00083
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116 (a) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of 
structures. Respondent requests Board reconsideration.

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells for the City presented the case, which had previously been heard at the December 2017 
meeting. The Board had given Mr. Evans until December 23 to come into compliance. Mr. Evans contacted Mr. Wells on 
January 11 asking for the Board to reconsider the fines imposed. Mr. Wells stated that the property was now in compliance 
and that there had been some communication issues between Mr. Evans and himself due to schedules. He recommended 
removing the daily fees and assessing only the administrative fees.

Mr. Evans, the respondent, explained that there had been some communication issues, and that he had done some of the work 
but had not fully understood how to come into compliance. He asked the Board consider that he had tried to be cooperative 
and Mr. Wells confirmed it. Mr. Wells said that Mr. Evans had done due diligence to address the issue.

Chair Boyd opened for Board discussion.

Member Byrd asked how much the fines would be. Ms. Forstrom stated that the total amount would be less than $300.00, and 
the amount would be available the next day for Mr. Evans. The total amount reported by Mr. Wells was $189.76 (as of 
February 2). City Attorney Bach explained that the lien held by the City would be released when the administrative fees were 
paid. Mr. Evans asked how long he would have to pay the fine. 

A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Shults, to recommend removal of fines and penalties 
for Case 17-00083 with the exception of administrative fees. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and 
nays, and being all ayes, carried.
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A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Vice Chair Steffen, that upon actual calculation of 
administrative fees, Mr. Evans shall have 30 days to pay that amount without accruing interest, and that interest will 
accrue beginning the 31st day. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays, and being all ayes, 
carried.

4. New Business 

4.1 JAMES P. RANKOSKY, 613 FIR STREET, CASE 16-00001. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (a&b). Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City. This property had previously gone before the Board in 
September 2017, and the respondent was ordered to pay fines and fees. Upon re-inspection, the property had come into 
compliance for 42-116 (a) only on October 3, and is still accruing fines for 42-116(b). On December 12, Mr. Wells hand-
delivered a copy of the repeat notice of violation for and a copy of the daily fees and fines. Mr. Rankosky called Mr.Wells 
December 18, and was informed that he was accruing fines for 42-116 (b), was in repeat violation of 42-116 (a), and that he 
also had 2 outstanding permits for plumbing and windows. As of today, the property is not in compliance. 

Member Byrd asked which items needed to be acted on. City Attorney Bach explained that when someone violated the same 
code more than once within a period of five years, they get a notice of repeat violation and the fines can be up to $500.00 per 
day. 

Mr. Wells showed photos of the property with construction debris in the yard. Member Byrd asked whether the roofing 
project was complete and Mr. Wells said that yes, but that proper permitting had not been pulled for the windows and other 
projects.

Member Kaufman asked how much the fines were, and Mr. Wells stated they were over $16,000 to date for 42-116(b). 

A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Chapman, to find the property in repeat violation of 
the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances Section 42-116 (a). Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by 
ayes and nays, and being all ayes, carried.

Chair Boyd asked for a motion or discussion on the fines. Member Byrd stated that since there was already $16,000 worth of 
fines on the property, he wasn’t inclined to add much more. Attorney Bach recommended that they assess something, since 
he had multiple violations. If the violation for 42-116(b) came into compliance, and they did not assess something for this 
fine, there would be no incentive for the property owner to come into compliance. He asked how much the previous fine was 
and Mr. Wells stated that it was $100 per day, and suggested they double that amount. They discussed whether Mr. Rankosky 
had the ability to pay the fines, and Mr. Wells stated that Mr. Rankosky told him he would not be able to. Attorney Bach 
stated that the fines were ceremonial, and that when he came into compliance Mr. Rankosky could come before the Board to 
ask for a reduction. She asked Mr. Wells if there was a discussion between the property owner and Code Enforcement to let 
them know that they can come before the Board and he replied yes. Ms. Forstrom stated that there were cases of respondents 
paying the fines, and they did not always remove them; although compliance was the top priority. She said that when people 
go out of their way and try to fix issues, as in the case of Mr. Evans, it made sense to reduce the fines, but in cases of repeat 
violators who did not make an effort, the Board should send a message.  Member Kaufman stated that at some point, he 
expected the Board would have to address this property again.
 
A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Chapman, to assess a fine of all administrative fees, 
as well as daily fines of $125.00 per day, beginning February 2, 2018, until the property came into compliance. Vote 
upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays, and being all ayes, carried.

4.2 BHUSAN A. & RASHMI B. GODBOLE, 725 TARPON AVE. UPPER, CASE 17-00140. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinance exist: Section 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles 
on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.
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This case was not heard as the property had come into compliance.

4.3 CURTIS J. & REBECCA L. MATILICH, 833 ELLEN STREET, CASE 18-00003. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Land Development Code exist: Section 7.01.05 LDC Specific parking 
restrictions for commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case.

This case was not heard as the property had come into compliance.

4.4 SCOTT MARTIN, 836 LAURA STREET (UNIT U&D), CASE 17-00141.
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Land Development Code exist: Section 7.01.05 LDC Specific parking 
restrictions for commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case.

This case was not heard as the property had come into compliance.

4.5 BRADLEY F. & CHRISTINE P. EVANS, 2904 WEST 5TH STREET UPPER, CASE 17-00144.
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Land Development Code exist: Section 7.01.05 LDC Specific parking 
restrictions for commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, and trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case.

This case was not heard as the property had come into compliance.

5. BOARD BUSINESS

City Attorney Bach gave an update on Taylor Rental: she hired a local attorney to draft the paperwork. She said that Mayor 
Miller had visited the property owner and talked to him about the seriousness of this. She said that when the draft complaint 
was ready, she was going to visit Mr. O’Brien and explain it all to him before filing. There was discussion as to whether he 
understood the ramifications, and she stated that Mr. O’Brien was actually running a business out of the property. Member 
Kaufman said that the property is an eyesore and has only gotten worse. Attorney Bach stated that once there is a Code 
Enforcement lien, the fines attach to all properties. Ms. Forstrom stated that there were currently over $150,000 in fines for 
the property.

Ms. Newton reminded the Board that there are two alternate member vacancies if they knew anyone who would be interested 
in serving.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Planning Advisory Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:09 p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Buddy Boyd, Chair
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