
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 MAY 2, 2018
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 Presenting the Minutes for the April 5, 2018 Meeting
     

3. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
3.1 RICHARD  GOODSELL,  FRONT  STREET  PROPERTY  LLC,  101  NORTH  2ND  STREET, 

CASE 18­00044. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­
116 (a & b), cleaning of lots; maintenance of structures. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

4. OLD BUSINESS
   

 
4.1 WALTER L. CHAMPION ESTATE, 221 SOUTH 5TH STREET, CASE 18­00037. Violation(s) 

of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 22­26 (12), Adoption of codes by 
reference,  Internal Maintenance Code 2012  edition, Chapter  5, Section 505 Water System;  and 506 
Sanitary Drainage System. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

  5.1 Board Application ­ Alternate #1. Ms. Christine Harmon
     

  5.2 City Commission Presentation May 15, 2018
     

6. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:29 pm.

Council Members Present

Cynthia Crow Henry Byrd
Vice Chair Scott Steffen Gail Schults
Adam Kaufman Marlene Chapman

Council Members Absent
Chair Buddy Boyd

Others Present

Tammi Bach, City Attorney
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager
George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

Vice Chair Steffen made a motion to seat Member Kaufman as Chair. Member Crow seconded, all were in favor and 
Member Kaufman was seated as chair. 

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the February 1, 2018, Regular 
Hearing were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Schults, to 
approve the Minutes. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

City Attorney Bach explained the quasi-judicial process and asked if there had been any ex-parte communications. Ms. 
Newton swore in witnesses. Chair Kaufman asked if any Board members had any ex parte communications for the agenda 
items and all said no. 

3. Old Business 

There was no old business on the agenda.

4. New Business 

4.1 GEORGE LEE LANNON, 1423 HIGHLAND STREET, CASE 18-00013. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 (a&b) Cleaning of lots, maintenance 
of structures and of the Land Development Code Section 7.01.5 Recreational Vehicle, Boats, Trailers, or Similar Vehicles. 
Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman read the case. 

Recording Secretary Newton swore in all witnesses for the evening’s cases.

Mr. Wells presented the case for the City. During a proactive sweep, Mr. Wells observed the boat trailer in the front as well 
as overgrowth of weeds and the garage door in disrepair. A pre-hearing inspection showed the garage door boarded up and 
the boat gone, but the weeds and overgrowth still remain on the side and rear of the property. He recommended finding in 
violation of 42-116 (a) and a fine of $100 per day plus administrative fees incurred.

Chair Kaufman asked if anyone wished to testify on behalf of the case.There being none, he opened for Board questions and 
discussion. 

Member Crow wanted to clarify which violations still existed, and Mr. Wells stated that the overgrowth was the only 
violation as of today. Vice Chair Steffen asked if Mr. Wells had spoken with the owner and Mr. Wells stated that he saw the 
property owner once but was unable to make contact. 
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Member Byrd wanted to discuss the part of town and code violation for boat trailers in general. He stated that with these 
proactive sweeps, many of these citizens had lived there for years and never been cited. Now, these citizens are middle class, 
hardworking people who are law abiding are having to spend more money to find an appropriate place to house their boat, 
and they live in a neighborhood without an HOA. He stated that he understands the intent of the law, but it seems as though 
sometimes we focus on the letter of the law rather than the intent of public safety.

Mr. Wells stated that he cited many vehicles in this area for the boat and RV code infraction and all except this property had 
come into compliance, and that he cannot selectively enforce the code. Member Byrd stated that he was concerned with 
public safety and he did not see a public safety issue. 

Chair Kaufman clarified that as of this moment, the only issue before the Board is the cutting of the grass. He stated that 
while he is sympathetic to the property owners who may not be aware of some of these restrictions, the code was the code, 
unless the code was changed by the City Commission. 

Member Chapman asked if the boat was able to be moved to the side yard. Mr. Wells stated that there wasn’t room, and the 
boat would need to be stored off site. She asked if Mr. Wells had discussed with the property owner and he replied that the 
owner was not home when Mr. Wells had been by.

Chair Kaufman restated that the boat is an issue for another time, the violation in question is the overgrowth and cutting of 
the grass. He asked Mr. Wells about the recommended fine and Mr. Wells stated that it was $100 per day. 

Vice Chair Steffen stated that he appreciated Member Byrd’s point about the boat trailers and thought that it might be a good 
discussion at another time.

A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Member Chapman, to find the property in violation of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances Section 42-116 (a). Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and 
nays, and being 5-1 for, carried. Member Byrd was the nay vote.

A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Member Chapman, to assess a fine of all administrative fees, as 
well as daily fines of $25.00 per day, beginning April 16, 2018, until the property came into compliance. Vote upon 
passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays, and being 4-2, carried. Chair Kaufman and Member Byrd voted 
no.

4.2 BARBARA L. H. LOVETT ESTATE, 511 NORTH 11TH STREET, CASE 18-00024.
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on 
private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City. On a proactive sweep, he saw a Chevrolet with an 
expired tag and flat tires in the driveway. The owner has made no attempt to contact Code Enforcement, and the violation 
still exists as of this morning. City recommends fines of $100 per day.

Chair Kaufman opened the public hearing, and as no one was present to speak, closed the public hearing. He opened for 
Board discussion.

Member Crow asked if anyone lived at the residence. Mr. Wells stated yes, this is the only car he has seen there. Someone 
had approached him once on a visit, but it was not the property owner or a resident of the house. Member Shults asked who 
owned the car, and Mr. Wells stated that he wasn’t sure, but it had expired tags and was on the property.

Member Crow stated that she felt like the property was in violation. Vice Chair Steffen felt that a fine of $100 per day was 
pretty steep.  They were in agreement that it was a violation; and Member Crow stated that she thought that if the City took 
the time and effort to contact the homeowner at least administrative fees should be recovered.
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A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Vice Chair Steffen, to find the property in repeat violation of the 
City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances Section 42-173 and assess all administrative fees. Vote upon passage of 
the motion was taken by ayes and nays, and being all ayes, carried.

Chair Kaufman expressed concern that homeowners may not know that there is a rule that they cannot park vehicles with 
expired tags in their driveways. He wanted to know if there was a way to notify the public of the rules. He acknowledged that 
it is a violation of the Code. 

Member Crow stated that when Code Enforcement places notices of violation on properties and sends mailings, it does 
provide information and property owners should call the City with questions. Member Byrd stated that in this case the flat 
tires makes the car look abandoned and is a violation. 

Mr. Wells stated that the house is not vacant; when he posts notices of violation he educates the public by including the 
ordinance along with the notice. Chair Kaufman asked if there was a way to notify the public generally. 

Ms. Forstrom explained that education is on the website, and periodically items go out in utility billing to address concerns 
with code. She stated that she understands the Board’s concerns and will try to do more to address them. Chair Kaufman 
thought that maybe some ads in the newspaper may help as well. 

Vice Chair Steffen stated that the City does a good job working with owners who are in violation to give them notice and to 
help them get into compliance, more than any HOA would. Proactive sweeps are a fairly new occurrence and some 
advertisement may be helpful to get the word out to the public generally.

Member Chapman asked if, when after notices are posted, when they return, are the previous notices gone? Mr. Wells stated 
yes.

Member Crow stated that for every case that makes it before the Code Board, there are about 10 that are cited and come into 
compliance prior to the hearing. Mr. Wells stated he thought there was about a 90% compliance rate, and it there is progress, 
they try to work with people. When progress stops, that is when they fin in violation.    

A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Chapman, to assess a daily fines of $50.00 per day, 
beginning April 16, 2018, until the property comes into compliance. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by 
ayes and nays, and being all ayes, carried.

Vice Chair Steffen excused himself and left the meeting.

4.3 WALTER L. CHAMPION ESTATE, 221 SOUTH 5TH STREET, CASE 18-00037. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 22-26 (12) Adoption of codes by reference, 
Internal Maintenance Code 2012 edition, Chapter 5, Section 505 Water System; and 506 Sanitary Drainage System. 
Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman read the case. Ms. Susan McCarthy, who arrived after the oath had been administered, was sworn in.

 Ms. Forstrom presented the case for the City. She distributed additional evidence to the Board members and Chair Kaufman 
entered it into the record. Ms. Forstrom explained that the violation of 22-26 (12) was enforcement of the International 
Maintenance Code and she had received a complaint, Mr. Dennis Champion, living on the property without water and sewer 
hookup. Ms. Susan McCarthy had turned off the water and sewer because the bill had been run up. Ms. Forstrom spoke with 
Mr. Champion in February and he stated that he was not living there, and he would clean up the yard. Several conversations 
yielded no progress, he was living there without sewer and water and nothing had been done to the yard. Ms. McCarthy, 
escorted by Captain Bishop of FBPD, issued Mr. Dennis Champion an eviction notice to vacate the premises by March 21. 
Ms. McCarthy returned to the judge to receive additional paperwork to remove Mr. Champion from the property. Ms. 
Forstrom’s recommendation has changed from the staff report – the eviction process is ongoing and she does not think 
putting a fine on the property will make a difference and the property’s owners are trying to make it right.

Ms. Susan McCarthy, 702 Centre Street, explained that she had filled out additional paperwork to have Mr. Dennis 
Champion evicted. As of now, the police officer has not served him, and then he will have 5 days to get out. She is not 
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inclined to fix anything on the property while he is living there, as there are several other people staying there with him and 
they are leaving it in disrepair. She had the water shut off after two months of bills totaling $900, and she thinks that there is 
some damage that could be made worse if the water comes back on. Mr. Champion was not living there at the time the water 
was turned off., but he came back.

Member Chapman asked if he had received the paperwork yet, and Ms. McCarthy said that she wasn’t sure. She’s in the next 
stage of eviction after serving the initial notice. She has the property listed to be sold but can’t show it until he is out and they 
can clean it up. 

Member Byrd stated that the guilty party in this case is Dennis Champion. Ms. Forstrom stated that she had done everything 
she could to notice and get him to compliance. Member Byrd and Member Crow wanted to know what staff recommended as 
far as administrative fees were concerned. Chair Kaufman asked what the administrative fees were. Ms. Forstrom stated that 
she did not think that it was fair to the estate to pay a daily fine since they are working resolving the issue, but she would like 
to see the Board find the property in violation. 

Chair Kaufman asked if staff could provide an update at the next meeting. City Attorney Bach stated that this case has been 
going on for years, and the property is a blight on the street, and the City has received many complaints. She recommends 
that they find in violation, and that they revisit the case in May to determine whether they should impose fines. Ms. 
McCarthy thought that if he didn’t leave after being served, the police could physically remove him. 

A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Member Chapman, to find the property in violation of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances Section 42-116 (a). Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and 
nays, and being all ayes, carried.

The Board, by consensus, requested that the case be brought back to the Board on May 2, 2018, to for an update and 
determination of fines. 

5. STAFF REPORT

5.1 City Attorney Bach gave an update on Taylor Rental: She had visited with Mr. O’Brien to explain that the City was ready 
to file a foreclosure on the property located at 400 S. 8th Street, but she hired a local attorney to draft the paperwork. She said 
that Mayor Miller had visited the property owner and talked to him about the seriousness of this. She said that when the draft 
complaint was ready, she was going to visit Mr. O’Brien and explain it all to him before filing. There was discussion as to 
whether he understood the ramifications, and she stated that Mr. O’Brien was actually running a business out of the property. 
Member Kaufman said that the property is an eyesore and has only gotten worse. Attorney Bach stated that once there is a 
Code Enforcement lien, the fines attach to all properties. Ms. Forstrom stated that there were currently over $150,000 in fines 
for the property.

Ms. Forstrom reminded the Board that there are still two alternate member vacancies and that the May meeting would be held 
on Wednesday, May 2, to avoid conflict with the Shrimp Festival parade.

Ms. Forstrom announced that beginning with the May meeting, all Code Enforcement meetings will be aired on the local 
PEG (cable) channel. City Attorney Bach asked if there were any concerns for having this meeting on television. Member 
Crow and Member Shults did express concerns over their safety and the privacy of individuals coming before the Board. 
Chair Kaufman stated he didn’t think that Code Board was any different from the other Boards, and that the members had 
signed up for public service and that this might provide the community insight to the process. He advised that perhaps the 
notice of violation/notice of hearing should advise owners that hearings are televised.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Planning Advisory Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Adam Kaufman, Acting Chair
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Katie Newton

From: Caroline Best <cbest@fbfl.org>
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 11:10 AM
To: Michelle Forstrom
Cc: Katie Newton; Kim Briley
Subject: FW: Online Form Submittal: Advisory Board/Committee Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Michele,  
 
Please see the below Advisory Board/Committee Application from Ms. Christine Harmon to be placed on 5/02 Code 
Enforcement & Appeals Board agenda for recommendation to the City Commission.  
 
Thank you and let me know if there are any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Caroline Best, CMC 
City Clerk 
204 Ash Street 
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034 
Office (904) 310‐3115 
If this email is related to the Board, Committee or Commission that you serve on, please DO NOT REPLY TO ALL.  
 
 Please Go Green: Please don't print this unless its really necessary 
  
Disclaimer:  According to Florida Public Records Law, email correspondence to and from the City of Fernandina Beach, 
including email addresses and other personal information, is public record and must be made available to the public and 
media upon request, unless otherwise exempt by the Public Records Law.  If you do not want your e‐mail address 
released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity.  Instead, contact this office by 
phone or in writing. 
 

From: noreply@civicplus.com [mailto:noreply@civicplus.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 8:54 PM 
To: Caroline Best; Kim Briley 
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Advisory Board/Committee Application 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Application
  

This application is intended to provide information that will enable the City 
Commission to select the most qualified Board/Committee members. Please 
complete all applicable sections and return the form along with your current résumé 
to the City Clerk’s Office. 
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City of Fernandina Beach 
City Clerk’s Office 
204 Ash Street 
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 
(904) 310-3115 

Name Christine A. Harmon

Home Mailing Street 
Address 

482 Crosswind Drive 

City Fernandina Beach

Zip Code 32034

Primary Phone 614-306-5940

Secondary Phone 904-432-8077

 
Please note that board materials are distributed electronically. 

Email to receive board 
materials 

charmon1846@gmail.com 

Employer Retired - Columbus (OH) City Schools

Position Title Former Counselor and Community Liaison

Business Address NA

City NA

Zip 00000

 
Select the board you are 
applying for: 

Code Enforcement & Appeals Board 

 
Additional board that you 
are applying for: 

None 

 
 
Why are you interested in 
serving on this Board? 
Please explain. 

My husband and I moved to Fernandina Beach due largely to 

it's historic character and charm. In Ohio, we restored two 

homes - the first dated to the 1890's, the last was built in1846. I 

believe in civic involvement, and would like to contribute by 

working to insure our community is well maintained and zoning 

guidelines are followed. By serving on the Code Enforcement 

and Appeals Board, I hope I will have an opportunity to 
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preserve and protect the citizens and the beauty of Fernandina 

Beach.

 
Eligibility 

Are you a resident of the 
City?  

Yes 

Length of time: 4 years

Do you hold a public 
office?  

No 

Office name:  Field not completed.

Are you employed by the 
City? 

No 

Position: Field not completed.

Are you currently serving 
on a Board? 

No 

Board Name: Field not completed.

Potential Conflict of Interest:  

Have you ever been 
engaged in the 
management/ownership 
of any business enterprise 
that has a financial 
interest with the City of 
Fernandina Beach?  

No 

 
If yes, please provide 
details:  

Field not completed. 

Major Affiliations: 

 
List community, 
professional, or other 
applicable policy-making 
Boards on which you 
have served.  
Note the length of service 
and office held (if any): 

Rivers Unlimited (Ohio) - Trustee, Sierra Club (Ohio Chapter) 

Executive Committee, The Darby Creek Association (Ohio) - 

Vice President, The Ohio Family Farm Coalition, Vice-Chair I 

did not keep a record of length of service. I estimate 4 to 5 

years. While serving on the boards of these organizations, I 

was working 20 to 30 hours/week and had a flexible schedule. I 

stepped down when I returned to work full-time. My position 

necessitated I devote hours in excess of the traditional 40 hour 

work week. Since moving to Fernandina Beach, I have joined 
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the boards of Keep Nassau Beautiful, the local Sierra Club 

chapter, and Communities-In-Schools. In addition, I am co-

founder of the Amelia Island Beach and Marine Life Protection 

Task Force. 

Qualifications: 

Please list any specific 
qualifications, education 
or experience that would 
directly relate to the 
Board for which you are 
being recommended: 

I have no specific certifications in city planning and zoning. 

However, my work experience and civic engagement 

demonstrates an ability to analyze information, and to 

communicate with diverse groups. I like exploring new areas of 

study, and am willing to learn all information required to 

function in this position.

Organization or 
Commissioner sponsoring 
nomination (if 
applicable): 

Field not completed. 

Educational Background: 
(Check all that apply) 

MS/A 

 
Other: 

Field not completed. 

 
Major areas of study: 

Undergraduate: Education Focus: Political science Master of 

Arts: Guidance and Counseling

Florida’s Public Records Law, Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, states:  

“It is the policy of this state that all state, county, and municipal records shall at all 
times be open for a personal inspection by any person.” Your application when filed 
will become a public record and subject to the above statute. In addition, any 
appointed member of a board of any political subdivision (except members of solely 
advisory bodies) and all members of bodies exercising planning or zoning, are 
required to file a financial disclosure form (Form1) within 30 days after appointment 
and annually thereafter, for the duration of the appointment as required by Chapter 
112, Florida Statutes 

I understand that if I am appointed to one of the City’s boards, I will be required to 
file a financial disclosure form - Form 1, as described above, and I am willing to 
comply with this requirement. 

 
I understand that any false, incomplete or misleading information given by me on 
the application is sufficient cause for rejection of this application. I understand and 
agree that any such false, incomplete or misleading information discovered on this 
application at any time after appointment to a Board may result in my removal. 

 
I also understand that all board appointments are for voluntary, uncompensated 



5

services. Additionally, if appointed, I am able to attend meetings and otherwise fulfill 
the duties of the office. 

 
Applications are submitted to the City Commission when vacancies occur and are 
effective for two years from date of completion.

Do you understand the 
duties and responsibilities 
of the Board/Committee 
that you are applying for?  

Yes 

 
By submitting this form, I declare the foregoing facts to be true, correct, and 
complete. 

Date 4/10/2018

Applicant’s Signature  Christine A. Harmon
 

  

 

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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