
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 AUGUST 2, 2018
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 Approval of the July 5, 2018 meeting minutes.
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

  3.1 LISA  JONES,  JACK  &  DIANE'S,  708  CENTRE  STREET,  CASES  10­00035  AND  10­
00073. Property owner requests a reduction of fines.

     

  3.2 JAMES P. RANKOSKY, 613 FIR STREET, CASE 16­00001. Respondent requests a reduction of 
fines imposed.

     

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

  5.1 Board Reappointment ­ Carlton "Buddy" Boyd 
     

6. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:31 pm.

Council Members Present

Adam Kaufman Henry Byrd
Marlene Chapman Gail Schults
Christine Harmon (Alt #1)

Council Members Absent 
Chair Buddy Boyd Cynthia Crow
Vice Chair Scott Steffen

Others Present

Tammi Bach, City Attorney George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

City Attorney Tammi Bach called the meeting to order and explained the need to nominate a chair as both the chair 
and vice chair were absent. Member Byrd, seconded by Member Shults, nominated Member Kaufman to be acting chair. By 
voice vote, all were in favor, and Member Kaufman was seated as chair. Member Harmon was seated as a voting member.

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the June 7, 2018, Regular 
Hearing were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Byrd, to 
approve the Minutes. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

Chair Kaufman asked for any changes regarding the agenda. Ms. Forstrom stated that item 4.3 was removed to give the 
property owner an extension; and requested that Board Business be moved immediately after Old Business, so that an update 
could be provided to the Board regarding the property located at 818 San Fernando Street.  

3. Old Business 

3.1 LISA JONES, JACK & DIANE’S, 708 CENTRE STREET, CASES 10-00035 AND 10-00073. 
Property owner requests a reduction of fines. 

Ms. Lisa Jones, property owner, asked the Board for a reduction of fines that accrued from violations occurring in 2010. Ms. 
Forstrom provided background for the cases. Ms. Jones put up signs without permits and in violation of the sign ordinance. 
The matter was brought to the Board in April 2010, and the property was found in violation. The property was brought back 
as a repeat violation in August and was again found in violation. The case took much of the Board’s time 7 years ago. The 
property is now in compliance, when she went to remodel a title search was done and found the outstanding lien.

Chair Kaufman asked if any payments had been made in the past 7.5 years. Ms. Forstrom stated there hadn’t been, and 
requested that if the Board reduce fines, not to waive them entirely.

Member Byrd stated that he remembered a banner and Chair Kaufman added that there were several signs, including a neon 
one. The case took much of the Board’s time, and this property is very visible on Centre Street. Member Byrd stated he is not 
opposed to reducing fines, but would support Ms. Forstrom’s suggestion. Chair Kaufman recalled that the property owner 
was recalcitrant, and there was a series of issues. 

The total fines owed are $9,817.27 including administrative fees. The Board discussed whether that included interest and it 
did not. After seven years, interest around 10% annually is probably close to $7,000 additional.

Member Shults asked Ms. Jones why she kept putting up signs when she knew they were illegal. Ms. Jones replied that she 
was working through the permitting process and it took a while for everyone to get on the same page. She was notified of the 
fines via the findings of facts in April and August 2010. She got a notice of violation/notice of hearing before each hearing. 
Ms. Jones said she couldn’t remember.
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Member Chapman asked why Ms. Jones had not made any payments in the time since the violation. Ms. Jones said she didn’t 
know about them until a few weeks ago. Member Chapman stated that Ms. Jones knew the fines were accruing. Ms. Jones 
produced a letter dated September 2010 that stated that there was a check for fines for the Code Enforcement Board. Ms. 
Forstrom stated that there was no record of the payment being made. Chair Kaufman read the letter to the Board. It had no 
mention of the case numbers and Ms. Forstrom stated there was no record of any payment being made, that Jack & Diane’s 
had several cases, and asked Ms. Jones if she had a record of the check clearing.

Chair Kaufman stated that he was struggling with the fact that after 7.5 years, no payments made, and at this point the 
amount is probably double. Member Byrd asked if the Board was interested in reducing the fines. Member Harmon asked 
what the point of imposing fines was if they can be thrown out later; either the fine schedule is real and valid, or it isn’t. 
Chair Kaufman stated that usually, if the property is up for sale and the liens are very high, the Board chooses to reduce the 
fines because if it is in the best interest of the property and City. In this case, the members of the Board don’t see that benefit. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Harmon, to collect fines of $9,817.22 as the total 
amount of fines owed, and to waive all interest accrued. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays, 
and being 4-1, passed. Member Shults voted nay. 

Ms. Jones stated there was no way she could pay that amount. City Attorney Bach explained that it is a lien on the property 
and that if there is a mortgage or sale on the property, it must be paid to be released. She also advised that if she could 
provide proof through bank records that a check of $787 was paid to the City, it would be credited to the balance owed.    

5. Board Business (ORDER CHANGED)

Code Enforcement Manager invited Ms. Larissa Kwiatkowski and Ms. Alicia Watson to provide an update on the property at 
818 San Fernando, which had been heard as old business at the June 2018 meeting. Ms. Kwiatkowski distributed a letter from 
the potential buyer explaining the reason why they backed out of the sale.

Ms. Forstrom stated that she went by the property today and that it looked good.

Ms. Watson explained the actions she and her family had taken to get the property in compliance. They have a real estate 
agent and are getting ready to put the property on the market. They had cleaned up the yard, removed the fence, and wanted 
to know from the Board what else needed to get done to put the property in compliance. They needed to coordinate with the 
other owners to get the money from the other shares.

Ms. Kwiatkowski asked about the options for replacing the windows. Ms. Forstrom stated that any replacement would 
require Historic District Council approval.

They also asked about the roof, and whether they needed to go through approvals for replacement or if they could just repair 
the part that needs fixing. Ms. Forstrom advised them to fix the leaks and stabilize it. A tarp is not appropriate. Ms. Forstrom 
suggested boarding up the windows from the outside to keep moisture out and avoid deterioration.

A motion was made by Member Byrd, seconded by Member Chapman, to continue to hold the fines in abeyance while 
the house is on the market. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken voice, and being all ayes, passed.

4. New Business (ORDER CHANGED)

City Attorney Bach described the quasi-judicial procedures and Ms. Newton swore in witnesses. 

4.1 MATHEW SMITH, 731 N. FLETCHER AVENUE, CASE 18-00078. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Land 
Development Code exist: 7.01.05 Specific Parking Restrictions For Commercial Vehicles, Recreational Vehicles, Boats, and 
Trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case.
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Chair Kaufman read the case. George Wells presented the case for the City and admitted evidence into the record. On a 
proactive sweep May 21, he saw the boat trailer in the front yard and spoke with the owner about the violation. Several 
visitations later the boat was still in front and send a notice of violation.

Chair Kaufman asked the Board for discussion, then asked whether this property owner was seasonal or lived in the City 
year-round. Mr. Wells replied that the owner lived there year round, but he thought the boat might be a recent purchase. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Harmon, to find the property in violation of Land 
Development Code 7.01.05. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays, and being 4-1, passed. 
Member Byrd voted nay. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Schults, to assess all administrative fees; and fines of 
$25.00 per day beginning July 15, 2018, if not in compliance. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and 
nays, and being 4-1, passed. Member Byrd voted nay. 

4.2 LEONIA M. TYLER, 1014 S. 10TH STREET, CASE 18-00066.
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or Inoperable Motor Vehicles on 
Private Property Declared a Nuisance and Prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case

Chair Kaufman read the read. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and admitted evidence into the record. On a proactive 
sweep on April 26, he saw two inoperable vehicles; since that time, one has been removed since. The van is still there. He 
spoke to the owner of the property this afternoon, and she was unable to attend the meeting and stated she was going to 
address it. Mr. Wells recommended a fine of $25.00 per day, normally would give an extension, but by that conversation he 
was not sure she would handle it in the next 10 days.

Member Byrd asked what year the tag was for – it was 2014. Chair Kaufman asked if 10 days’ notice before fines were 
sufficient, and Mr. Wells thinks she might come into compliance with the threat of fines.

Chair Kaufman asked whether information was given to these owners about donations of vehicles. Mr. Wells stated that they 
do distribute that information.
 
A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Byrd, to find the property in violation Code of 
Ordinances Section 42-173. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays, and being all ayes, passed. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Byrd, to assess all administrative fees; and fines of 
$25.00 per day beginning July 15, 2018, if not in compliance. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and 
nays, and being all ayes, passed.

4.3 TERESA A. VAN GOIDTSNOVEN, 1214 BEECH STREET, CASE 18-00074. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinance exist: 42-1116(a) Cleaning of Lots, Maintenance of 
Structures. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

Extension given.

Chair Kaufman asked for any other business. Ms. Forstrom stated that there was still one alternate opening.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6: p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Carlton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair





































































From: Buddy Boyd
To: Katie Newton
Cc: Michelle Forstrom
Subject: Re: CEAB Reappointment
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2018 11:59:33 AM

Yes. Please move forward with reappointment. Thanks 

Buddy Boyd

On Jul 26, 2018, at 10:46 AM, Katie Newton <knewton@fbfl.org> wrote:

Chair Boyd,
 
Per our conversation, your term on the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board is due to
expire in September. Would you like to be re-appointed for another 3-year term?
 
Thank you,
 
Katie
 
Katie Newton
Legal Assistant to:
Tammi Bach
City Attorney
City of Fernandina Beach
204 Ash Street
Phone: (904) 310-3277
Fax: (904) 310-3466
www.fbfl.us
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If this email is related to the Board, Committee or Commission
that you serve on, please DO NOT REPLY TO ALL.
Disclaimer:  According to Florida Public Records Law, email correspondence to
and from the City of Fernandina Beach, including email addresses and other
personal information, is public record and must be made available to the public
and media upon request, unless otherwise exempted by the Public Records Law. 
If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records
request, do not send electronic mail to this entity.  Instead, contact this office by
phone or in writing.
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