
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 FEBRUARY 7, 2019
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 January 3, 2019 Minutes Presented for Approval
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

 
3.1 JUANITA C RYALS, 205 NORTH 14TH STREET, CASE 18­00124. Violation(s) of  the City of 

Fernandina  Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  Section  42­116  (a),  cleaning  of  lots;  maintenance  of 
structures; and Section 66­40 Disposition of garbage; covering of containers. Staff  to provide update 
and Board to reconsider fines.

     

  3.2 MARK R. O'BRIEN, 400 S. 8TH STREET, CASES 15­0058 & 17­0007. Board to review case and 
determine next steps.  

     

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
4.1 RICHARD & CAROLYN ADAMS,  1512 DADE STREET, CASE 18­00166. Violation(s)  of  the 

City  of  Fernandina Beach Code  of Ordinances  exist:  Section  42­173 Wrecked  or  inoperable motor 
vehicle on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the 
case.

     

 
4.2 ALDO  R.  BROWN,  511  SOUTH  6TH  STREET,  CASE  18­00173. Violation(s)  of  the  City  of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicle on 
private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

     

 
4.3 WILLIE B. & PAULA EVANS JR, 810 SOUTH 11TH STREET, CASE 18­00175. Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­173 Wrecked or inoperable motor 
vehicle on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the 
case.

     

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

  5.1 DISCUSSION: Alternate dates for upcoming meetings scheduled for holidays: May 2 and July 4.
     

  5.2 REMINDER: Ethics Training March 7 & 8
     

6. ADJOURNMENT
   



Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Council Members Present
Chair Buddy Boyd Vice Chair Adam Kaufman

              Marlene Chapman Henry Byrd
Gail Shults Christine Harmon 

Council Members Absent 
Cynthia Crow

Others Present

Tammi Bach, City Attorney George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the December 6, 2018, 
Regular Hearing were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member 
Harmon, to approve the Minutes. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

City Attorney Bach explained quasi-judicial hearings. Chair Boyd asked if any Board member had had ex parte 
communications and none had. 

3. Old Business 

3.1 MARK R. O’BRIEN, 400 S. 8TH STREET, CASES 15-0058 & 17-0007. 
Property owner to provide update. 

Chair Boyd read the case. Ms. Forstrom showed pictures of the property provided by Ms. Miriam Hill, attorney for Mr. 
O’Brien. She acknowledged that the building is much cleaner and the sign is down; the large crack in the building is still 
there and that is a structural issue. 

Ms. Hill gave an update. She described her involvement and how they initially looked at rehabbing the property, but realized 
that the property had become too much for Mr. O’Brien. The property is currently under contract and the interested party’s 
broker was present at the meeting. She discussed the crack and said that they were waiting on an engineering report for 
feedback, but that Mr. O’Brien reported that the crack had existed since 1981. Mr. O’Brien has spent about $5000.00 so far in 
cleanup. 

Mr. Phil Griffin, 606 S. 8th Street, a broker, is representing Marlin & Barrel, the business that plans on buying the property. 
The official due diligence reports were not finalized yet, but the engineer suggested that it might not be structural. The parties 
are hoping to close by the end of February. The new owners would like to replace or renovate the building to its former glory 
based on the engineer’s feedback.

Vice Chair Kaufman asked for City staff recommendations on the property. Ms. Forstrom stated that the Board should give 
them until the end of February since it’s under contract. It’s more productive to let this option play out rather than move 
forward with foreclosure at this time. Vice Chair Kaufman requested to revisit the case in March. Ms. Forstrom asked about 
the daily fines. The Board stated that at this point, to let fines run unless they come into compliance. Ms. Forstrom stated sign 
fines had stopped and the 9th Street property is almost in compliance, there is just some Virginia creeper that must be 
removed from the roof.

Ms. Hill asked about the timeline; they discussed returning February 7 to see where they are; and asked what was needed for 
compliance. 

The Board decided to revisit the case at the February meeting.
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4. New Business 

4.1 HEWITT FAMILY TRUST/JOHN & MARGRET HEWITT TRUSTEE, 829 MARY STREET, CASE 18-
00146. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116(a) Cleaning of lots; maintenance of 
structures; and of the Land Development Code: 7.01.02C LDC Street & Rights of Way. 

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells advised that the property was now in compliance.

4.2 ALFREDA J. WALKER EST., 1011 S. 10TH STREET, CASE 18-00156. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116(b) Cleaning of lots, maintenance of structures. 

Chair Boyd read the case. Ms, Newton administered the oath.

Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and entered the staff report and photos into the record. During a proactive sweep in 
October, he noticed tarps over the roof. He spoke with the daughter who advised they had no money to fix the issue and the 
house was to be foreclosed on. Since that initial discussion, the family has not made contact with the City, although the return 
receipt for the Notice of Violation/Notice of Hearing came back signed. He recommends a fine of $25.00 per day plus 
administrative fees. 

Vice Chair Kaufman asked if people were living there and Mr. Wells replied in the affirmative. Member Chapman asked if 
the property was actually in foreclosure and Mr. Wells said he hadn’t been notified if it had. Member Byrd asked if there was 
a hole in the roof. Mr. Wells advised that he had not been on the roof to inspect, but showed photos of the roof with several 
tarps on it. From his observation, there are missing shingles. Chair Boyd asked if the City was giving homeowners leeway 
because of the recent storms. Mr. Wells stated that they had but it had been over a year since the last major storm and it was 
decided to start taking action. There was some concern that the house was not leaking; but the tarps were there; and the 
property owners were not present to explain.

A motion was made by Member Byrd, seconded by Vice Chair Kaufman, to find the property in violation of 42-
116(b), Maintenance of Structures. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

A motion was made by Member Byrd, seconded by Vice Chair Kaufman, to assess administrative fees and fines of 
$25.00 per day beginning in 15 days if not in compliance. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

5. Board Business 

Chair Boyd commented that he would like to have a settlement for the Taylor Rental property at the next meeting. They 
discussed conditioning the release of lien with the closing.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Carlton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair





































ADMINISTRATIVE FEES INCURRED FROM
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET

AS OF 5/31/18
CODE CASE #15-00064

STAFF PERSONNEL

# OF 
UNITS 

OR 
HOURS

RATE 
PER 

HOUR TOTAL
Michelle Forstrom, Code Compliance Officer 4 $18.69 $74.76
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager 4 $21.17 $84.68
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager 2 $23.13 $46.26
Cathy Sabattini, Board Secretary & Staff Assistant 2.2 $15.25 $33.55
Katie Newton, Board Secretary/Legal Assistant 4.5 $21.63 $97.34
Record Findings of Facts with the Clerk of Circuit Court 
of Nassau County 1 $10.00 $10.00
Certified letters mailed 1 $6.48 $6.48
First Class letters mailed 2 $0.48 $0.96

TOTAL $354.03



FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET

AS OF 5/31/18
CODE CASE #15-00058

DATES
# OF 
DAYS

FINE 
PER 
DAY TOTAL

OCTOBER 2 THROUGH 31, 2015 29 $100.00 $2,900.00
NOVEMBER 2015 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
DECEMBER 2015 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
JANUARY 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
FEBRUARY 2016 29 $100.00 $2,900.00
MARCH 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
APRIL 2016 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
MAY 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
JUNE 2016 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
JULY 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
AUGUST 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
SEPTEMBER 2016 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
OCTOBER 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
NOVEMBER 2016 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
DECEMBER 2016 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
JANUARY 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
FEBRUARY 2017 28 $100.00 $2,800.00
MARCH 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
APRIL 2017 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
MAY 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
JUNE 2017 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
JULY 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
AUGUST 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00



FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET

AS OF 5/31/18
CODE CASE #15-00058

SEPTEMBER 2017 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
OCTOBER 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
NOVEMBER 2017 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
DECEMBER 2017 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
JANUARY 2018 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
FEBRUARY 2018 28 $100.00 $2,800.00
MARCH 2018 31 $100.00 $3,100.00
APRIL 2018 30 $100.00 $3,000.00
MAY 2018 31 $100.00 $3,100.00

TOTAL FINES $97,200.00

TOTAL FEES $354.03

GRAND TOTAL DUE AS OF MAY 3, 2017 $97,554.03



FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET

AS OF 5/31/18
CODE CASE #17-00007

DATES
# OF 
DAYS

FINE 
PER 
DAY TOTAL

MAY 3 THROUGH 31 2017 28 $250.00 $7,000.00
JUNE 2017 30 $250.00 $7,500.00
JULY 2017 31 $250.00 $7,750.00
AUGUST 2017 31 $250.00 $7,750.00
SEPTEMBER 2017 30 $250.00 $7,500.00
OCTOBER 2017 31 $250.00 $7,750.00
NOVEMBER 2017 30 $250.00 $7,500.00
DECEMBER 2017 31 $250.00 $7,750.00
JANUARY 2018 31 $250.00 $7,750.00
FEBRUARY 2018 28 $250.00 $7,000.00
MARCH 2018 31 $250.00 $7,750.00
APRIL 2018 30 $250.00 $7,500.00
MAY 2018 31 $250.00 $7,750.00

TOTAL FINES $98,250.00

TOTAL FEES $249.41

GRAND TOTAL DUE AS OF MAY 3, 2017 $98,499.41



ADMINISTRATIVE FEES INCURRED FROM
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET

AS OF 5/31/18
CODE CASE #17-00007

STAFF PERSONNEL

# OF 
UNITS 

OR 
HOURS

RATE 
PER 

HOUR TOTAL
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager 6 $21.17 $127.02
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager 1 $23.13 $23.13
Angela Lester, Board Secretary/Administrator Coordinato 2 $19.28 $38.56
Katie Newton, Board Secretary/Legal Assistant 2 $21.63 $43.26
Record Findings of Facts with the Clerk of Circuit Court 
of Nassau County 1 $10.00 $10.00
Certified letters mailed 1 $6.48 $6.48
First Class letters mailed 2 $0.48 $0.96

TOTAL $249.41
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