
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 APRIL 4, 2019
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 The minutes from March 7, 2019, will be presented for approval.
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

 
3.1 RICHARD & CAROLYN ADAMS, 516 N. 11TH STREET, CASE 18­00166. Violation(s) of the 

City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42­173 Wrecked or Inoperable Motor Vehicles on 
Private Property Declared a Nuisance and Prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
3.2 EUGENIA  RIVERA,  827  OCEAN  AVENUE,  CASE  18­00179. Violation(s)  of  the  City  of 

Fernandina  Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  42­116(a)  Cleaning  of  Lots,  Maintenance  of 
Structures. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

6. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Council Members Present
Chair Buddy Boyd Vice Chair Adam Kaufman

              Marlene Chapman Henry Byrd
Gail Shults Christine Harmon
Cynthia Crow  

Others Present

Tammi Bach, City Attorney George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the February 7, 2019, Regular 
Hearing were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Harmon, to 
approve the Minutes. Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

Chair Boyd requested that the members use their lights to signal they had questions or comments. He asked for any 
requested changes to the agenda. Ms. Forstrom stated that 3.1 was removed at the request of the property owner’s attorney; 
and 4.3 had come into compliance. 

3. Old Business 

3.1 MARK R. O’BRIEN, 400 S. 8TH STREET, CASES 15-0058 & 17-0007. 
Board to review case and determine next steps.

This case was removed at the request of the property owner’s attorney. 

Vice Chair Kaufman stated that it was his understanding that the property was now in compliance and all fees had stopped. 
He was prepared to introduce a motion, wanted to know when they would discuss this property. City Attorney Bach stated 
that Ms. Hill had requested they not discuss the case since they were not present. She said it does not have to come back to 
the Board unless they request a reduction of fines; however the Board has already authorized the City Attorney to foreclose. 
There was a brief discussion about the potential sale falling through and whether the Board needed to take further action 

4. New Business 

City Attorney Bach explained quasi-judicial hearings. Chair Boyd asked if any Board member had had ex-parte 
communications and none had. Ms. Newton swore in witnesses.

4.1 RICHARD & CAROLYN ADAMS, 516 N. 11TH STREET, CASE 18-00166. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicle on private property declared a nuisance and 
prohibited. 

This case was heard second. Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and entered evidence into 
the record. On a proactive sweep, he saw box trucks at a rental home that had been sitting there a while. He called the owner, 
who confirmed they are inoperable and did not have current tags. Mr. Wells gave them a resource sheet to get rid of the 
vehicles. The case was scheduled February 7 and was granted an extension due to health issues and other circumstances. Staff 
recommends $50.00 per day per vehicle and administrative fees. 

Member Crow wanted clarification from Mr. Wells as to why he determined they were inoperable vehicles, because they 
would be in compliance if they had current tags. Mr. Wells explained that he had seen the vehicles there a long time and then 
called up the owner who confirmed they were inoperable. There was discussion on whether the hearsay was competent 
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substantial evidence. City Attorney Bach that they can rely on statements that Mr. Wells relays from the property owner 
because the owner was noticed and had the opportunity to be here. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Vice Chair Kaufman, to find the property in violation of 42-
173, Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles declared a nuisance and prohibited. A vote was taken and passed, all 
being in favor. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Kaufman, to assess administrative fees and fines of 
$50.00 per day per vehicle beginning March 15, if not in compliance. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

4.2 EUGENIA RIVERA, 827 OCEAN AVENUE, CASE 18-00179. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of 
Ordinances exist: 42-116(a) Cleaning of Lots, Maintenance of Structures.

This case was moved up because Ms. Rivera was present. Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented for the City and 
entered photos into evidence. The case began in December with a proactive sweep where junk and weed overgrowth was 
causing a hazard. Staff recommends a fine of $50.00 per day. 

Member Byrd requested to see the photos, which showed building materials and fencing under a stairwell.
Ms. Rivera, the property owner, stated that she did not remember receiving anything in December. She spoke with Mr. Wells 
and had requested more time because she had been out of town on business trips. She had thought she was granted an 
extension. She has trimmed the bushes but has not had time to put the fencing up although she has the application for the 
permit. 

Member Chapman asked what had been done since December. Ms. Rivera had trimmed the bushes but it grew back while she 
was gone. She had cleaned areas but had misunderstood what Mr. Wells had wanted to be cleaned. 

Vice Chair Kaufman asked how long she needed to get the property clean. Ms. Rivera stated two weeks.

Member Harmon wanted to ensure Ms. Rivera had full understanding of the issues.

Member Crow asked about the debris.  Mr. Wells said the building materials needed to be stored properly out of sight or the 
fencing needed to be put up. He stated that two weeks is fine with staff for her to get it into compliance.

A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Member Byrd, to find the property in violation of 42-116(a), and 
to assess administrative fees and fines of $50.00 per day beginning March 29, 2019, if not in compliance. A vote was 
taken and passed, all being in favor. 

4.3 NICHOLAS CONSTANT, 147 NORTH 18TH STREET, CASE 2019-0023. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-122 Swimming Pool (Maintenance); 42-116 Duty to Maintain Property.

This property came into compliance.

4.4 TRADONNA COLEMAN, 314 S. 13TH STREET, CASE 2019-0027. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach 
Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and 
prohibited. 

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and entered evidence into the record. The case began in 
January, when he observed a vehicle with flat tires. Staff has attempted to contact owner several times, with not response. 
Now, the vehicle’s tags are expired as well as having flat tires. Staff recommends fines of $50 per day and administrative 
fees. 

Member Crow asked why the vehicle was flagged at first when the tags were still good. Mr. Wells explained it was the flat 
tires; Ms. Forstrom clarified that when a tag expires, it becomes an inoperable vehicle. Member Crow just wanted to be sure 
due process was given.
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Vice Chair Kaufman asked if there was any contact with the persons living at the property and Mr. Wells stated no one was 
ever there although he visited the property several times.

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Harmon, to find the property in violation of 42-173, 
Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles declared a nuisance and prohibited; and to assess administrative fees and fines 
of $50.00 per day beginning March 15, if not in compliance. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

5. Board Business 

5.1 Proposal of Alternate Member #1: Nicole Kresse

Vice Chair Kaufman was impressed with Ms. Kresse’s resume. The Board voted to recommend approval.

5.2 Alternate Board Meeting Dates:

It was decided that instead of May 2, the Board would meet April 30; and in place of July 4, the Board would meet June 27.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Carlton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair
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