
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 JUNE 6, 2019
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 The Minutes for April 30, 2019, are presented for approval.
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

  3.1 MARK R. O'BRIEN, 400 S. 8TH STREET & 421 S. 9TH STREET, CASES 15­0058, 17­00114 
& 17­0007. Property owner requests reduction in fines.  

     

 
3.2 NEIL T. DOUGLAS & LISA A. MOHN, 1725 LISA AVE, CASE 18­00004. Violation(s)  of  the 

City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­116(B) Cleaning of lots, Maintenance 
of  structures;  Section  42­173 Wrecked  or  inoperable motor  vehicles  on  private  property  declared  a 
nuisance and prohibited. City Staff to provide update.

     

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
4.1 HERIBERTO GONZALEZ, 412 S. 13TH TERRACE, CASE 2019­0181. Violation(s) of the City 

of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­122­Swimming Pool (Maintenance) & 42­
116 Duty to Maintain Property. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

  5.1 Reminder:  The  next  Code  Enforcement  and  Appeals  Board  Hearing  will  be  June  27,  2019, 
rescheduled from July 4, 2019.

     

6. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 



considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Council Members Present
Chair Buddy Boyd Vice Chair Adam Kaufman
Marlene Chapman Henry Byrd 
Gail Shults Nicole Kresse (Alt #1)
Cynthia Crow  

Others Present

Tammi Bach, Board Attorney     George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary

Chair Boyd announced the resignation of Member Harmon. Vice Chair Kaufman made a motion to seat Alternate Member 
Kresse in the vacated seat permanently, Member Chapman seconded, and all were in favor.

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the March 7, 2019, Regular 
Hearing were presented for approval. Member Crow made a correction as to who made a motion on one of the cases. A 
motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Vice Chair Kaufman, to approve the Minutes as amended. Vote 
upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

City Attorney Bach explained the quasi-judicial procedures. Chair Boyd asked about ex-parte communications, and 
there were none. Ms. Newton swore in witnesses. 

3. Old Business 

3.1 TAYLOR RENTAL UPDATE. The City Attorney will provide an update. 

City Attorney Bach explained that there would be no vote taken this evening. She provided a background of the fines, 
totaling over $300,000 and explained Ms. Hill, attorney for Mr. O’Brien, had informally requested a fine reduction. Ms. 
Forstrom had recommended no less than $50,000 as a reduction previously, and Ms. Hill said that her client could pay no 
more than $20,000. City Attorney Bach spoke with the members of the Board separately and it appears the majority would 
accept $20,000. She recommends taking a vote at the June 6th meeting and Ms. Hill will send formal letter to the Board. The 
administrative fees are approximately $2400.

Vice Chair Kaufman stated that Alvin’s Island paid $50,000 when their fines we reduced, and he is not prepared to vote for 
$20,000. City Attorney Bach explained that in that case, which was a sign issue, the City had filed an order with the circuit 
court and that is where the fine total had come from. Vice Chair Kaufman said he did not see a justification for such a 
reduction. Member Shults asked about the costs involved for foreclosure, and City Attorney Bach explained the filings would 
cost about $1500, and possibly several years for a resolution. Member Shults thinks $20,000 is better than that.

4. New Business 

4.1 NEIL T. DOUGLAS & LISA A. MOHN, 1725 LISA AVE, CASE 18-00004. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116(B) Cleaning of Lots, Maintenance of Structures; Section 42-173 Wrecked or 
inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited.

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented for the City and entered evidence onto the record. The case started in 
December 2017, and he showed photos from that time showing the building with building wrap, rotting wood, stucco 
unbonded, and vehicles without tags. Pictures from today show much work has been done, but a stop work order has been 
issued from the building department for the stairwell and decking for work without a permit. Mr. Wells send a notice of 
hearing in January, but did not get good service so the case was not presented until now. All inoperable vehicles have been 
removed. There some issues with the handrails still. Mr. Douglas was making slow progress and he requested an extension 
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and so that is why the case took so long to get on the agenda.  Staff recommends fines of $50 per day plus administrative 
fees. 

Member Chapman wanted to clarify whether work had been done after the stop work order was issued. Mr. Wells opined that 
as a general contractor, the property owner should have known to pull a permit. 

Member Crow stated this case was under the old ordinance because it was older than the amended ordinance. 

Member Kresse asked for fines and fees, and Mr, Wells stated a recommendation of $50 per day plus administrative fees of 
$258.98.

Vice Chair Kaufman asked how long it would take to get a permit, and Mr, Wells believed he would be able to apply 
tomorrow. Member Crow said it was dependent on what the permit was for.

Mr. Neil Douglas, property owner, explained that he was surprised to receive a stop work order because he thought it was a 
repair to the stairs and did not need a permit. The building department requires an engineer’s report to get the permit. He has 
been trying to get an engineer out for weeks, and without the report, he can’t get the permit.

Member Byrd asked if he thought he could get someone out. Mr. Douglas explained it had taken 6 weeks to get a quote of 
$600 finally today. Member Crow wanted to know when they could come out, and Mr. Douglas was hoping they would come 
within a week, and wasn’t sure how long after that it would be to get a letter. Member Crow asked whether this was a rpair or 
rebuild and Mr. Douglas was unsure.

Mr. Douglas said that he should have called Mr. Wells to provide an update. 

Member Chapman wasn’t sure what to do because he can’t finish the work until a permit is pulled. Vice Chair Kaufman 
believes this owner is in good faith trying to come into compliance, and wanted to revisit the case June 6th. Members Crow 
and Byrd concurred. 

Ms. Lisa Mohn, property owner, explained that she had had a major medical issue, with bills over $100,000 and forced her to 
go back to work, and the financial hardship has caused the progress of the repairs to be slow. They love their house and want 
to keep it up, but have spent the past two years trying to recover from the medical expenses. She would like more time.

The Board discussed timelines and what work could be done without a permit a little further.

A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Crow, to find the property in violation of 42-166(b), 
but to not determine any fines and fees prior to June 6, 2019. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

4.2 ELIZABETH S. MCDOWELL & EVANGELINE D. SMITH, 402 S. 10TH STREET, CASE 2019-
0083. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 Duty to Maintain Property; 
Section 117 Exterior Structure. 

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City, and entered evidence into the record. In February, he 
observed a wooden structure in disrepair, as well as overgrowth. He sent a notice of violation on March 21. Since then, the 
yard has been cut, but the structure is still an issue. He was unable to get a good phone number for the property owners, and 
staff is unsure if there is a renter. Water has been cut off to the property for nonpayment. All mailings have been signed off 
on by the property owner. 

Chair Boyd was concerned that peeling paint might set a precedent for the Board as it is now written in the amended Code. 
Mr.  Wells explained that he has gotten a lot of compliance, and this case could become demolition by neglect if not 
corrected. Member Crow stated that there was rotted wood as well.

There was discussion as to how long it would take to get the property in compliance, and how best to achieve that.

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Crow, to find the property in violation of 42-117. A 
vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 
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A motion was made by Member Kresse, seconded by Member Crow, to assess administrative fees, give the property 
owner 120 days to achieve compliance, and if not in compliance by August 30, assess fines of $50 per day beginning 
June 30, 2019. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and entered evidence into the record. He received an 
anonymous complaint regarding this property in July 2018, but Mr. Wells was unable to see the pool and could not verify the 
complaint when he went to investigate. Since then, he has periodically gone by the house to try to find someone at home. He 
recently reinspected another home and was given permission from the adjacent house to see the pool. The property appraiser 
does not have a pool listed on the property.

Because of the seriousness of the issue, they usually give 24 hours, but in this case gave 7 days. Mr. Wells spoke with the 
homeowner April 17, who stated that she was working with a pool person for a plan of correction including a new pool 
pump. He stated that the property owner has told him she would be present, but she was not in attendance. 

Member Crow asked about the security of the pool and Mr. Wells stated that the pool was always secure. Vie Chair Kaufman 
asked if there were full-time residents and Mr. Wells stated they were.

Staff recommends fines of $50 per day and administrative fees. 

A motion was made by Member Chapman, seconded by Vice Chair Kaufman to find the property in violation of 42-
122. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Member Chapman, to assess administrative fees, and assess fines 
of $50 per day beginning May 16, 2019 if not in compliance. A vote was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

4.3 SHANNON BROWN, 1704 BROOME STREET, CASE 2019-0157. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach 
Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-122 Swimming Pool (Maintenance). 

5. Board Business 

There was no board business.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Carlton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair
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Miriam R. Hill, Attorney licensed in Florida and New York 
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May 8, 2019 
To:  City of Fernandina Beach Code Enforcement Board,  

Tammi Bach, City Attorney, and  
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Director 

From: Miriam R. Hill, ESQ., attorney for Mark R. O’Brien, (the “Property 
Owner”) owner of 400 S. 8th Street and 421 S. 9th Street Fernandina 
Beach, Florida 32034 (together, the “Property”) 

Re:  Request for Reduction of Code Enforcement Fines for outstanding 
City of Fernandina Beach Code Enforcement cases against the 
Property, including case numbers 15-00058, 17-0007, and 17-00114 

Members of the Board of Code Enforcement: 
This letter serves as formal request for reduction of fines for the above-

captioned code enforcement cases. The Property Owner acknowledges that 
violations have accrued prior to and during the pendency of the above cases and that 
such violations are the Property Owner’s responsibility.   As of ______ ____, 2019 
the Property Owner has resolved all outstanding violations to the satisfaction of the 
City Code Enforcement Director and the Code Enforcement Board, and the Code 
Enforcement Board has found the Property to be in Compliance.  The Property 
Owner therefore requests the total fines, inclusive of administrative costs, be reduced 
to an amount not to exceed $20,000, and payable by the Property Owner within 30 
days of acceptance of this letter.  If the above terms are satisfactory, please so 
indicate by signing below. 

Kind regards, 
 

Miriam R. Hill 
Attorney for Property Owner 
 

Accepted by the Board of Code 
Enforcement on ____________, 2019:  
______________________________  
Title: Chairman 

Board of Code Enforcement, City of 
Fernandina Beach 
 
 
Approved on ______ ____, 2019 as to 
form and legality:  
 

Tammi Bach, City Attorney 
City of Fernandina Beach 



















STAFF PERSONNEL

# OF 
UNITS 

OR 
HOURS

RATE 
PER 

HOUR TOTAL
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager 6 $21.17 $127.02
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Manager 2.5 $23.13 $57.83
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Director 8 $25.44 $203.52
Angela Lester, Board Secretary/Administrator Coordinator 2 $19.28 $38.56
Katie Newton, Board Secretary/Legal Assistant 3 $21.63 $64.89
Katie Newton, Board Secretary/Legal Assistant 6 $23.40 $140.40
Tammi Bach, City Attorney 4.5 $68.64 $308.88
Record Findings of Facts with the Clerk of Circuit Court of 
Nassau County 1 $10.00 $10.00
Certified letters mailed 1 $6.48 $6.48
First Class letters mailed 2 $0.48 $0.96

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE FEES DUE $958.54

ADMINISTRATIVE FEES INCURRED FROM 
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET 

AS OF 02/28/19 
 

CODE CASE #17-00007 



DATES
# OF 
DAYS

FINE 
PER 
DAY

MAY 3 THROUGH 31 2017 28 $250.00
JUNE 2017 30 $250.00
JULY 2017 31 $250.00
AUGUST 2017 31 $250.00
SEPTEMBER 2017 30 $250.00
OCTOBER 2017 31 $250.00
NOVEMBER 2017 30 $250.00
DECEMBER 2017 31 $250.00
JANUARY 2018 31 $250.00
FEBRUARY 2018 28 $250.00
MARCH 2018 31 $250.00
APRIL 2018 30 $250.00
MAY 2018 31 $250.00
JUNE 2018 30 $250.00
JULY 2018 31 $250.00
AUGUST 2018 31 $250.00
SEPTEMBER 2018 30 $250.00
OCTOBER 2018 31 $250.00
NOVEMBER 2018 30 $250.00
DECEMBER 2018 31 $250.00
JANUARY 2019 31 $250.00
FEBRUARY 1 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28 28 $250.00

FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM 
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET 

AS OF 02/28/19 
CODE CASE #17-00007



TOTAL FINES

TOTAL FEES

GRAND TOTAL DUE AS OF FEBRUARY 7, 2019

FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM 
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET 

AS OF 02/28/19 
CODE CASE #17-00007



TOTAL
$7,000.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,750.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,750.00
$7,000.00
$7,750.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,750.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,500.00
$7,750.00
$7,750.00
$7,000.00

FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM 
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET 

AS OF 02/28/19 
CODE CASE #17-00007



$166,500.00

$958.54

$167,458.54

FINES AND FEES INCURRED FROM 
400 SOUTH 8TH STREET 

AS OF 02/28/19 
CODE CASE #17-00007
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