
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 JUNE 27, 2019
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   

  2.1 The minutes from the June 6, 2019, are presented for approval.
     

3. OLD BUSINESS
   

 
3.1 NEIL T. DOUGLAS & LISA A. MOHN, 1725 LISA AVE, CASE 18­00004. Violation(s)  of  the 

City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­116(B) Cleaning of lots, Maintenance 
of  structures;  Section  42­173 Wrecked  or  inoperable motor  vehicles  on  private  property  declared  a 
nuisance and prohibited. City Staff to provide update.

     

4. NEW BUSINESS
   

 
4.1 CECILIA DAVIS­TAYLOR,  112  SOUTH 9TH STREET, CASE  2019­0073. Violation(s)  of  the 

City  of  Fernandina  Beach  Code  of  Ordinances  exist:  42­116  Duty  to  Maintain  Property;  42­117 
Exterior  Structure  (Maintenance);  and  of  the  Land  Development  Code  8.03.07  Demolition  By 
Neglect. Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
4.2 AMELIA'S LADIES MANAGEMENT, 225 DIVISION STREET, CASE 2019­0142. Violation(s) 

of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42­116 Duty to Maintain Property; 
42­117 Exterior Structure (Maintenance). Requesting Board determination of the case.

     

 
4.3 MICHAEL  RICHARDSON,  314  ELM  STREET,  CASE  2019­0178. Violation(s)  of  the  City  of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances  exist: Section 42­116 Duty  to Maintain Property. Requesting 
Board determination of the case.

     

5. BOARD BUSINESS
   

6. ADJOURNMENT
   

Quasi­Judicial  –  Denotes  that  the  item  must  be  conducted  as  a  Quasi ­ Judicial  hearing  in  accordance  with  City  Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All  members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  be  present  and  be  heard.  Non  ­English  speaking  individuals  may  request  a 
language  or  sign  interpreter  at  least  ten  (10)  working  days  prior  to  this  meeting.  Persons  with  disabilities  requiring 
accommodations  in  order  to  participate  should  contact  the  City  Clerk  at  (904)  310  ­  3115  or  TTY/TDD  711  (for  the 
hearing or speech impaired).



For  information  regarding  this matter, please contact  the Community Development Department  (904) 310­3135.  If any 
person  decides  to  appeal  any  decision  made  by  the  Code  Enforcement  &  Appeals  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need  to ensure  that a verbatim record of  the proceedings  is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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1. Call to Order/ Roll Call/Determination of Quorum – The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Council Members Present
Chair Buddy Boyd Vice Chair Adam Kaufman
Marlene Chapman Henry Byrd 
Gail Shults Nicole Kresse
Cynthia Crow  

Others Present

Tammi Bach, Board Attorney     George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary      Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Director

2. Approval of Minutes – According to the agenda support documents, the Minutes for the March 7, 2019, Regular 
Hearing were presented for approval. Member Crow made a correction as to who made a motion on one of the cases. A 
motion was made by Vice Chair Kaufman, seconded by Member Chapman, to approve the Minutes as amended. Vote 
upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

Vice Chair Kaufman read a written statement regarding his comments at the April 30 meeting concerning the Taylor 
Rental property. 

Chair Boyd asked for any changes to the agenda, and Item 4.1 was now in compliance. City Attorney Bach 
explained that there were no quasi-judicial hearings at tonight’s meeting. 

3. Old Business 

3.1 MARK R. O'BRIEN, 400 S. 8TH STREET & 421 S. 9TH STREET, CASES 15-0058, 17-00114 & 17-0007. 
Property owner requests reduction in fines.

Chair Boyd read the case. City Attorney Bach addressed Vice Chair Kaufman’s statement saying that all his statements were 
factual as she could recall. 

Ms. Miriam Hill presented on behalf of the property owner. She referred to the letter requesting a reduction to a total of 
$20,000 inclusive of administrative fees. In her conversations with City Bach, she understands that the City is not in the 
business of making money off fines, but that fines were used to ensure compliance. She stated that she did not have Mr. 
O’Brien sign a financial statement or she his financial statement. She stated that she cannot speak to anything prior to her 
involvement; she is doing this as a volunteer and within two weeks of their meeting the property was listed for sale and the 
issues began to be addressed. She listed the progress that has been made. City should feel good about progress, compliance is 
achieved, and the requested reduction is 10 times what the City direct costs would be. 

Member Crow wanted to clarify whether the requested reduction was for $20,000 plus administrative fees.

Member Kresse asked about precedent for ability to pay. City Attorney Bach stated the Board can make that determination 
and no formal work has been done to assess ability to pay. Ms. Hill stated she felt this would be an equitable resolution. The 
City could wait until property is sold and assess the lien at that time.

Chair Boyd asked about the procedure. City Attorney Bach stated the lien is valid for 20 years; the Board is making a 
recommendation and Commission will make the final decision. Chair Boyd asked about alternate amounts. Member Crow 
asked if they could make that recommendation to foreclose and City Attorney Bach stated that was an option. City Attorney 
Bach recommends they make a recommendation decision tonight. They can decide not to decide. 

Vice Chair Kaufman wanted to discuss in terms of fairness and equity for all people who come before the Board. He believes 
that this will set precedent and the reduction request is essentially for the accrued interest of the fine. Member Crow stated 
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she tries to be consistent but facts are different in every case. City Attorney Bach clarified that she had filed a legal action to 
get corporate’s attention in the Alvin’s Island case. Ms. Forstrom wanted to correct a statement made by some Board 
members that the majority of property owners come and get a reduced fine; in fact, most pay their fines.

Vice Chair Kaufman asked for Ms. Forstrom’s recommendation. She previously said $50,000 with a buyer. Member Crow 
asked about closing the case and starting a new one if Mr. O’Brien comes out of compliance from the same provision. Ms. 
Forstrom stated it would come back as a repeat violation.

Member Kresse stated that the property is in compliance and the Board should not foreclose unless it is a public hazard. 

Member Chapman did not agree with $20,000. Member Byrd stated that the Board is not is the business of generating 
revenue. Member Shults is in favor of resolving the case.

A motion was made by Member Crow, seconded by Member Shults, to reduce the amount of fines and fees owed to 
$20,000 as full payment, which must be paid within 30 days of City Commission approval of the reduction, or 
foreclosure proceedings will begin. A vote was taken and passed, being 5-2 in favor, with Vice Chair Kaufman and 
Member Chapman voting nay. 

City Attorney Bach thanked Ms. Hill for her work in resolving this case, and the Board did as well.

3.2 NEIL T. DOUGLAS & LISA A. MOHN, 1725 LISA AVE, CASE 18-00004. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-116(B) Cleaning of Lots, Maintenance of Structures; Section 42-173 Wrecked or 
inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. City staff to provide update.

Chair Boyd read the case. Mr. Wells explained that at the last meeting the Board had withheld fines and fees while the 
property owner worked with the Building department to determine what was needed for a permit.

Mr. Douglas, property owner, presented his documentation of attempts to get help. He stated that several engineers declined 
the work. After many attempts, he finally thinks he has a commitment from engineer to send letter. 

Mr. Wells stated that Mr. Douglas has not attempted to contact the City to update staff on any progress. Additionally, Mr. 
Wells believes more work has been done on stairwell in since stop work order was issued. Mr. Douglas stated that he had 
removed an addition that was added.

Member Crow asked about whether an engineer was needed – she thought that perhaps one was not needed and the building 
official could make that determination. Mr. Douglas stated did not call building official but was trying to follow what Mr. 
Kukla had said, because he thought that was the direction given by City staff previously. If he had talked to building official 
maybe he wouldn’t need the engineer reports. Discussion centered around whether engineer report was needed.

Member Crow asked about the other things that needed to get resolved.  It seems as though the only thing left was the steps 
and maybe some siding. Mr. Wells stated he should have talked to the building official. Ms. Forstrom explained that Mr. 
Cotter is the building official, and Mr. Kukla is a plans examiner.

Discussion on whether to impose fines and availability of the building department to assess the property because they will be 
attending conferences. Member Kresse stated that if the building department was very busy, the building official might not 
make it out to the property in time for the next hearing.  

A motion was made by Member Kaufman, seconded by Member Shults, to table this case to the next meeting. A vote 
was taken and passed, all being in favor. 

4. New Business 

4.1 HERIBERTO GONZALEZ, 412 S. 13TH TERRACE, CASE 2019-0181. Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-122-Swimming Pool (Maintenance) & 42-116 Duty to 
Maintain Property. Requesting Board determination of the case.
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This property came into compliance.

5. Board Business 

5.1 Reminder: The next Code Enforcement and Appeals Board Hearing will be June 27, 2019, rescheduled 
from July 4, 2019.

Ms, Forstrom and Mr. Wells will both be out of town at conference next week.

6. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Carlton “Buddy” Boyd, Chair
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