
AGENDA
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020

3:00 PM
CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS

204 ASH STREET
FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, occupancy in the Commission Chambers will be limited.     
The Regular Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting will be held as a VIRTUAL 

MEETING with some committee members participating through video conferencing. This 
virtual meeting will be broadcasted live for members of the public to view on the City of 

Fernandina Beach website (www.fbfl.us) and Channel 264 (Comcast only).

1. CALL TO ORDER
  

2. ROLL CALL
  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
  

 4.1 August Minutes
   

5. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
  

6. ELECTION OF CHAIR PERSON
  

7. PRESENTATION
  

 7.1 ATC Heroe's Grove Proposal
   

8. FACILITY UPDATE REPORT
  

9. DISCUSSION
  

 9.1 Hickory Street Park ( Member Pugh)
   

 9.2 Vehicular Parking on grassy area during events
   



 9.3 Columbarium Conceptual Plan
   

10. OTHER BUSINESS
  

11. ADJOURNMENT
  

This will be conducted as a virtual meeting with restricted physical access. Written comments 
emailed to the Parks & Recreation Director (nvoit@fbfl.org) must be sent no later than 1:00 PM 
on September 8, 2020, and will be read aloud during the meeting. These comments shall have a 
maximum time allowance of 3 minutes or 400 words. Public comment may also be provided 
virtually through use of the Zoom Meeting link below, the phone number provided below, or in 
person at City Hall with strict restrictions to protect health and safety. Individuals wishing to 
provide live comments during the meeting must dial-in or connect via the Zoom Meeting link or 
phone number below no later than 2:50 PM on September 8, 2020, and will be called upon by 
their individual registered Zoom Meeting ID Account or by the last-4 digits of their respective 
phone number.  When called upon, please provide your name and home address prior to issuance 
of public comment. Please limit comment to 3 minutes.

Zoom Meeting Link for Public Comment: 
https://zoom.us/j/92639213548?pwd=dGd6RUE5UTZMd3AzSnFJNmIrMGxLdz09

(User must have a functional microphone)  926 3921 3548 with Passcode: 126511
Or
+ 1 646 558 8656 Meeting ID: 926 3921 3548 Password: 126511

If you must attend in person at City Hall (204 Ash Street), please arrive at City Hall no later than 
2:50 PM to be counted and to complete a speaker form. You will be admitted into City Hall 
when it is your turn to make your public comments and must exit City Hall after your comments 
are made.  It is required that you wear a face mask when entering City Hall for your protection 
and the protection of others.  All members of the public are invited to be present and be heard. 
Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in this program or activity 
should contact (904) 310-3115 or through the Florida Relay Services at 711 at least 24 hours in 
advance to request such accommodations. All interested parties may appear at said meeting and 
be heard as to the advisability of any action, which may be considered with respect to such 
matter. For information regarding this matter, please contact the Parks & Recreation Office at 
(904) 310-3350.
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The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee of the City of Fernandina Beach Florida, met virtually 
on Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 3:30 pm. Present was Vice Chair Behan, Member Bartelt, Member 
Ross, Member Pugh, Member LaJoux
Absent: Member Kegler

1. Call to Order:  Vice Chair Behan called the meeting to order at 3:33pm

2. Roll Call                 

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Minutes
Member Ross made a motion to approved with the necessary corrections to the March 
10, 2020 minutes.  Motion seconded by Member Bartelt.  Motion to approve minutes 
with the necessary corrections passed with all ayes.

5. Election
Postponed until the next meeting.

6. PRESENTATION
6.1 Bosque Bello Columbarium, Sal Cumella gave a brief synopsis of the reason for the 
need for the columbarium.  Jeremy Marquis and Fremont Latimer gave a presentation.
Member Bartelt suggested a special meeting for an onsite visit prior to approving this 
proposal.  Member Pugh and Member Ross suggested more financial information be 
provided prior to approving this proposal. Member Ross made a motion to table this 
discussion until the September meeting. Member Bartelt seconded the motion. Motion 
passed with all ayes.

6.2 Community Equity Project, Member Behan informed the group about the project 
and the objective. She will provide more information as things progress.  The group is 
requesting support from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.

7. DISCUSSION
7.1 Vehicular Parking in the Grass
Parks & Recreation staff gave background on the discussion item.  Member Pugh 
suggested tabling this until the next meeting due to time restraints.  Member Pugh 
requested additional information on the discussion item.  How many events does the 
City host that involve vehicles parking on the City parks grassy area  Alisha will 
provide that information.

8. OTHER BUSINESS
Member Pugh stated that the Committee had discussed having the ad hoc distinction 
removed from this committee’s resolution.  Commissioner Lednovich suggested the 
group vote to amend the resolution.  Member Pugh made a motion to request that 
commission amend the resolution to remove “ad hoc”. Motion seconded by Member 
Ross.  Motion passed being all ayes.
Member Pugh stated that the agenda is not following the bylaws.  The agenda layout 
does not match the bylaws and the agenda is not being sent to the committee a week 
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prior to printing agenda. Also requested that the approved bylaws be sent to the other 
committee members.  City Staff, Nan Voit, stated agenda item request are sent out prior 
to a week before the meeting.
Member Pugh would like to work on a process to get City Commission request 
communicated to the Committee. Commissioner Lednovich explained how dog park 
landed on the City Commission agenda and asked for direction from the Committee. 
Member Ross recommended tabling this discussion.
Member Ross asked if there were any PRAC applications. Voit informed the 
committee that there were none at this time.

Adjournment
Member Ross made a motion to adjourn, Vice Chair Behan seconded the motion. 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
All members of the public are invited to be present and be heard. Persons with disabilities requiring 
accommodations in order to participate in this program or activity should contact the City Clerk at 
904-310-3115 or TTY/TDD 711 (for the hearing or speech impaired). 
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Environmental Heroes’ Grove 
Fernandina Beach Central Park 

 

 
Amelia Tree Conservancy proposes to donate a commemorative grove to the City of Fernandina 
Beach, to be located in Central Park and to be installed in December 2020. Central Park has a 
number of activity centers for sports, musical events, fairs, etc. However, it does not have quiet 
shaded groves for rest and regeneration. This grove would pay tribute to those on this island 
who have volunteered their time and talents to preserving and restoring the environment of 
the island. 
 
Project Goal: Create a grove in Central Park that provides a therapeutic place for rest and 
regeneration, a tribute to those who have volunteered to maintain our environment and an 
inspiration to future volunteers. (Refer to the attached diagram and conceptual sketch.) 
 
Objectives: 

• Contribute to canopy restoration in Fernandina Beach by planting six native trees and 
eleven native shrubs to create a grove in combination with existing trees 

• Create a space for rest, contemplation and regeneration within Central Park. 
Tennis and pickleball players and runners will have a cooler, shady place to 
rest. Girl Scouts will have a private place to chat. Others will find the grove a 
place to meditate.  

• Educate the public by increasing awareness and appreciation of the Amelia 
Island maritime forest canopy 

• Promote community engagement in the preservation of the Amelia Island 
environment by engaging the public in the creation of the grove space 

• Honor those who have volunteered to support our environment 
• Inspire new volunteers to protect our environment 

 
Draft of text for plaque: 
 
At the heart of the grove, surrounded by shrubs, will be a brick structure with a bronze plaque 
on top to clarify the purpose of the grove and major donors. 

 
This grove is dedicated to volunteers who donated their time and skills to the 
environment of Amelia Island. We honor their efforts and accomplishments. 

What can you contribute to preserving our environment? 
***** 

Amelia Tree Conservancy expresses our appreciation to our members and other donors 
who made this grove possible: 

 
This grove was designed and implemented by Arthur Herman, landscape architect and 

ATC Board member. 
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Environmental Heroes’ Grove 
Fernandina Beach Central Park 

 

 
Criteria for heroes: 
 

• Contributed substantially to maintaining or improving any aspect of our environment, 
including but not limited to our beach and dunes, the maritime forest and upland 
woodlands, other native flora, our marshes and other wetlands, our creeks, the wildlife 
that are permanent or temporary residents of our island, wildlife corridors, our air and 
water quality. 

• Contributed on an individual basis or as part of a group 
• Contributed as a volunteer 
• No longer living 

 
Bricks in honor of volunteers: 
 
The bricks below the plaque will be engraved with the names of volunteers as they are 
approved. ATC is proposing that the initial volunteers to be honored include: Becky Jordi, Phil 
Scanlan, Joan Bean, Tom Raymond and MaVynee Betsch. 
 
Tentative process for approval of future volunteers to be honored: 
 
The following process will need input and approval from the Director of Parks and Recreation, 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, and the City Commission: 
 

1. Information regarding this honor, the criteria and process will be made readily available 
to the public on the Parks & Rec web page, the city Facebook page and published in the 
News Leader and Observer.  

2. Any resident of Amelia Island may nominate a candidate by completing a nominating 
form and writing a description of the contributions of the individual and submitting it to 
the Parks and Recreation Director. 

3. Once a year, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee will consider candidates 
nominated by the public and vote on those who should be added to the grove.  

4. The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Chair will present the recommended 
candidates to the City Commission for approval. 

5. Parks and Recreation, in collaboration with ATC, will implement the addition. For as long 
as it is in operation, ATC will incur the cost of preparing the bricks for installation. 

 
Background on Amelia Tree Conservancy: 

The goal and objectives of this project reflect the mission of Amelia Tree 
Conservancy. Our official mission statement is as follows: 
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Environmental Heroes’ Grove 
Fernandina Beach Central Park 

 

Amelia Tree Conservancy (ATC) is a diverse coalition of Amelia Island citizens 
and friends dedicated to preserving our maritime forest canopy—native island 
trees, understory and the unique environment they create. Our mission is to: 

• Preserve the maritime forest on Amelia Island, FL.  
• Educate the public and increase awareness regarding the nature and 

composition of the Amelia Island maritime forest canopy ecosystem and its 
importance in creating a habitat for humans, birds, animals and plants. 

• Promote community engagement in the preservation and welfare of the 
Amelia Island canopy. 

• Contribute to the reforestation of lost canopy on Amelia Island. 
• Use all earnings and property exclusively for these charitable and 

educational purposes. 
 
While ATC has not done the extent of planting on the island that we would like to do, we have 
been involved in the following planting activities: 

• ATC planted a row of seven Live Oak trees for the Boys and Girls Club (between the Club 
and Southside Elementary School. Elementary school students participated in the 
planting, and we had an associated workshop with Becky Jordi for participants in the 
Boys and Girls Club. January 21, 2014.  

• ATC donated to landscaping around the County Library following its renovation. 
• ATC donated Live Oak trees to the Egans Creek Playground and, together with 8Flags 

volunteers, watered the trees through their first summer. Grand opening April 27, 2017. 
• ATC planted two Live Oak trees at the American Beach Community Center in celebration 

of American Beach Day in honor of the 85th anniversary of the founding of the 
community. January 25, 2020. 

ATC had intended to complete a major planting around the ball fields on the south side of 
Hickory St. in March 2020, but this project was not proposed formally after the School Board 
announced their intention to sell the land for development. 
 
ATC always ensures that the trees and shrubs we plant are of optimal quality and size for 
planting. We prefer to plant between the end of hurricane season and the end of March. 
 
Arthur Herman, ATC board member, designs and manages all of our planting efforts. He is a 
retired professional landscape architect with forty-five years of experience at Fordham 
University, the New York Botanical Garden and the City of Stamford, Connecticut. Among many 
other achievements, Mr. Herman created the forest that is currently the campus of Fordham 
University, for which he was awarded the Best Urban Campus Award.  Mr. Herman will ensure 
that the community is involved in the creation of this grove. 
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Environmental Heroes’ Grove 
Fernandina Beach Central Park 

 

TECHNICAL PROPOSAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEROES’ GROVE 
 
Create a grove at Central Park to honor individuals who have contributed to the preservation of 
our island. 
 
Scope of work: (refer to attached diagram) 

• Establish a monument to house a plaque explaining the intention of the park 
and listing the major donors. (possible donation) 

• Create crushed stone pathways leading to the center monument 
• Establish bricks which will be engraved with our heroes’ names. 
• Plant numerous native trees and shrubs to soften the area and promote the intending 

grove. (includes labor) 
• Add benches (city specifications) to surrounding area 
• Bronze plaque  

 
Materials list: 

• 4 - 3” Live Oaks  
• 2-  12’-14’ Magnolia 
• 11 – assorted native shrubs (to be selected by designer) 
• 3 – 4’ benches (city specifications) 
• 7 yards crushed gravel 
• Weed control fabric 
• Brick monument (as in Egan’s Creek park) 
• 400 square ft of brick to include heroes’ names 
• Steel edging 300ft.  

 
PRICES 

• Monument (TBD; possible donation) 
• Bronze Plaque 18”x 24”--$775 
• Trees & shrubs including labor--$3,000 
• Crushed gravel paths –3/8 inch granite stone--$600 (city will do labor and installation)  
• Benches—3 4’ benches $960 
• Bricks 400 sq. ft. with several engraved with names of heroes (TBD) 
• Steel edging--$450 
• Weed control fabric--$100 
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Environmental Heroes’ Grove 
Fernandina Beach Central Park 
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Environmental Heroes’ Grove 
Fernandina Beach Central Park 
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BOSQUE BELLO COLUMBARIUM 
SCHEMATIC MASTER PLAN

June 26, 2020 Version 1.7
ML+H Project no. 20.15.0
Task 2.1B Final Master Plan/ Schematic Phase
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TASK 2.1A
INITIAL CONCEPTS PHASE 

OVERVIEW
NOTE: This is only an overview of the 
Initial Concepts phase.  Refer to the full 
deliverable for Task 2.1A for more details.
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SITE VISIT + PREVIOUS REPORTS
Concept B

Concept A

timeless materials + design
continue the story
reinforcing the cemetery organization
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Limit of Study

Asphalt Millings / Rural Roadway

AREA OF CONCERN
(8 GRAVES)
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MATERIAL VOCABULARY:
LANDSCAPE

Large Trees Focal Oaks

Rural, Country Roadways
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MATERIAL VOCABULARY:
GRAVESITES & PATINA

Clear Rows

Classic Materials + PatinaStatuary

Iron Fencing

Wrought Iron

Instagram Favorite
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MATERIAL VOCABULARY:
HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE

Brick Detailing

Two-tone BrickFernandina Brick
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INITIAL CONCEPTS

North-South
Axis

East-West
Axis

Columbarium
Niches

Columbarium
Niches

Columbarium
Niches

Columbarium
Niches

C
O

N
C

EPT A

C
O

N
C

EPT B

Columbarium niches with detailed brick work are a 
historically appropriate material that will last for 
generations

Gateways into the new space would define the 
entrance into the new columbarium and 
cremation garden

A proposed linear path would provide 
multiple options and price points for 
internment
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TASK 2.1B
FINAL MASTER PLAN / 

SCHEMATIC PLAN
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SCHEMATIC PLAN

North-South
Axis

East-West
Axis

Garden Niches South 
(420)

Private  Niches (360)

BOSQUE BELLO ROAD

NASSAU STREET (realigned)

Garden Niches East 3 
(150)

Garden Niches East 2 
(150)

Garden Niches East 1 
(150)

Garden Niches North 
(450)

On-Street Parking

Cremation Benches (12)
In-Ground  Niches (180)

ArchArch

Arch

ArchEntryway

Entryway

Memorial Plaques (168)



Marquis Latimer + Halback, Inc.  |  St. Augustine, Florida  |  www.halback.com  |  LC00000391 (Florida)

PERSPECTIVES | PRIVATE NICHES EXTERIOR + MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Nassau Street
(realigned)

Memorial
Wall

Memorial
Wall

Tumbled 
Brick Path
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Nassau Street
(realigned)

Existing
Cemetery

PERSPECTIVES | PRIVATE NICHES ENTRY THRESHOLD

In-Ground 
Niches (18”

Memorial
Wall

Tumbled 
Brick Path
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Nassau Street

8’-0”
Memorial

Wall
Memorial

Wall
Bronze

Niche Plates
9’-6”

Crush Shell
Gravel

PERSPECTIVES | PRIVATE NICHES INTERIOR

Tumbled 
Brick Path
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Nassau Street

PERSPECTIVES | EAST-WEST WALKWAY BIRDSEYE

Tumbled 
Brick Path
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Concept A

6’-8”

North-South
Axis

PERSPECTIVES | GARDEN NICHES SOUTH

Nassau Street
(realigned)
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Bronze
Niche Plates

6’-8”

East-West
Axis

Crush Shell
Gravel

PERSPECTIVES |GARDEN NICHES SOUTH + EAST-WEST WALKWAY
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PERSPECTIVES | GARDEN NICHES NORTH

Crush Shell Gravel

North-South
Axis

Bronze
Niche Plates
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PERSPECTIVES |GARDEN NICHES EAST

North-South
Axis
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PHASING PLAN

Phase 1
Private Niches South

Phase 2
East-West Walk +
Private Niches North

Phase 3
Garden Niches South

Phase 4
Garden Niches North

Phase 5
Garden Niches East (1)

GARDEN NICHES 
NORTH

GARDEN NICHES 
SOUTHPRIVATE NICHES 

SOUTH

EAST-WEST WALK + 
PRIVATE NICHES NORTH

GARDEN NICHES 
EAST (1)

GARDEN NICHES 
EAST (2)

GARDEN NICHES 
EAST (3)

Phase 6
Garden Niches East (2)

Phase 7
Garden Niches East (3)
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COLUMBARIUM INVENTORY
Concept B

Concept A

Websites of companies with products:
http://www.stargranite.com/index.php
https://www.columbariumusa.com/
https://www.shafermemorials.com/benches

Wall 
Niches

Memorial 
Plaques

In-Ground 
Vaults (flat)

In-Ground 
Vaults (18")

Cremation 
Benches

Standard 
Benches Phase Total

Private Niches (South) 180 84 0 0 0 0 1 265
Private Niches (North) 180 84 0 0 0 0 2 266

East-West Walk 0 0 90 90 12 8 2 202
Garden Niches South 420 0 0 0 0 4 3 427
Garden Niches North 450 0 0 0 0 4 4 458

Garden Niches East (1) 150 0 0 0 0 2 5 157
Garden Niches East (2) 150 0 0 0 0 2 6 158
Garden Niches East (3) 150 0 0 0 0 2 7 159

Total 1680 168 90 90 12 22

http://www.stargranite.com/index.php
https://www.columbariumusa.com/
https://www.shafermemorials.com/benches

Sheet1

				Wall Niches		Memorial Plaques		In-Ground Vaults (flat)		In-Ground Vaults (18")		Cremation Benches		Standard Benches		Phase		Total

		Private Niches (South)		180		84		0		0		0		0		1		265

		Private Niches (North)		180		84		0		0		0		0		2		266

		East-West Walk		0		0		90		90		12		8		2		202

		Garden Niches South		420		0		0		0		0		4		3		427

		Garden Niches North		450		0		0		0		0		4		4		458

		Garden Niches East (1)		150		0		0		0		0		2		5		157

		Garden Niches East (2)		150		0		0		0		0		2		6		158

		Garden Niches East (3)		150		0		0		0		0		2		7		159

		Total		1680		168		90		90		12		22
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APPENDIX
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Comes preassembled or in components assembled on site.
Comprised of a foundation, frame, niche boxes (made from aluminum or Nylene), and secured doors.  

WALL NICHES
Concept B
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VAULTS (IN GROUND NICHE)
Concept B

Comprised of a memorial stone with a niche cavity, or as a memorial stone atop a buried niche.  
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CREMATION BENCHES
Concept B

Comprised of a foundation and memorial stone shaped as seating. The niche may be located within the bench cavity or buried under the foundation.  
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STANDARD BENCHES
Concept B

Concept A

Traditional “park” benches that may be placed alongside memorial stones or on foundations atop buried niche.
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