
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 OCTOBER 7, 2021
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
  

 3.1 The minutes from the July 1, 2021, meeting are presented for approval.
   

4. OLD BUSINESS
  

5. NEW BUSINESS
  

 
5.1 MAESTRE, RUTH E. & LORE, PAUL A. 11 SOUTH 7TH ST. CASE 2021-0073. Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-117 Exterior Structure 
(Maintenance). Requesting Board determination of the case.

   

 
5.2 DAVIS- TAYLOR, CECILIA, 112 SOUTH 9TH ST. CASE 2021-0240 Violation(s) of the City of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 Duty to Maintain Property and Section 42-
117 Exterior Structure (Maintenance) (Repeat). Requesting Board determination of the case.

   

 
5.3 HARRIS, DARALL L. & JO ANN L., Parcel 00-00-31-1800-0146-0011, CASE 2021-0298. 

Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 Duty to Maintain 
Property. Requesting Board determination of the case.

   

6. BOARD BUSINESS
  

7. ADJOURNMENT
  

Quasi-Judicial – Denotes that the item must be conducted as a Quasi - Judicial hearing in accordance with City Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All members of the public are invited to be present and be heard. Non -English speaking individuals may request a 
language or sign interpreter at least ten (10) working days prior to this meeting. Persons with disabilities requiring 
accommodations in order to participate should contact the City Clerk at (904) 310 - 3115 or TTY/TDD 711 (for the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For information regarding this matter, please contact the Community Development Department (904) 310-3135. If any 
person decides to appeal any decision made by the Code Enforcement & Appeals Board with respect to any matter 



considered at such meeting he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.
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Code Enforcement & Appeals Board Minutes
Regular Hearing

July 1, 2021

1. Call to Order/Roll Call/Determination of Quorum - The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
Board Members Present: 
Chair Adam Kaufman
Vice Chair Nicole Kresse
Buddy Boyd 
Cindy Crow 
Gail Shults
Bernard Thompson

Board Members Absent:
Travis Young
Andy Fotiades

Staff Present:
Tammi E. Bach, City Attorney
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary 
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Director
George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer 

Others Present:
Barb Kent
Henry Green
Shawn Hudson
Margaret Williams
Jim Bush

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Approval of Minutes - According to the agenda support documents, the minutes for the May 6, 2021 regular 
hearing were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Vice Chair Kresse, seconded by Member Shults, to 
approve the minutes.  Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried. 

There was a change to the agenda as Item 5.5 had come into compliance. City Attorney Bach explained the quasi-
judicial process. The appeal in item 5.1 is not quasi-judicial, but all other cases are. 

4. Old Business

There was no old business before the Board.
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5. New Business

5.1 APPEAL REQUEST - HENRY GREEN ON BEHALF OF 1014 SOUTH 10TH STREET, 816 VERNON STREET, 823 SOUTH 
13TH STREET. Mr. Green requests a reduction of administrative fees assessed in Code Enforcement Cases 2020-
0287, 2020-0285, and 2020-0284. 

Chair Kaufman introduced the case and invited Mr. Green to address the Board. Mr. Henry Green, 923 Vernon 
Street, requested a waiver of administrative fees because he removed the excess beds from each facility on the 
day of Director Forstrom’s inspections. He stated he could not pay the fees because he did not make much money 
operating these homes and he was providing a service to the community. 

Director Forstrom explained her staff recommendation of removing all fines, because the properties were 
technically in compliance using the number of beds as a “count” of persons living in each home. As far as the 
administrative fees are concerned, once a case is brought before the Board, administrative fees are assessed. This 
case began in 2019 and therefore, the administrative fees are significant, although they do not include several 
additional staff members’ time, in which case they would be even higher. It took a long time to get the properties 
into compliance. She suggested a payment plan.

Member Crow stated the fees assessed, it was the total cost of the three cases divided among the property 
owners. 

Member Thompson asked if fees had ever been waived, and Ms. Forstrom stated that once, a homeowner did not 
receive the notices because a relative living in the property had hidden the notices, and fees were waived in that 
case.

Member Shults asked what would happen if the liens were not paid, and Ms. Forstrom stated they would file liens 
against the properties. City Attorney Bach explained that the Board’s previous order called for filing the liens on 
July 1, but it was not filed yet, pending the Board’s decision on the appeal tonight. If filed, the City can come back 
to the Board after 90 days and ask whether the City should file a foreclosure action on the properties. None are 
homesteaded.

Vice Chair Kresse asked about deferred payment options and Ms. Forstrom stated that Code Enforcement would 
work with Mr. Green to find something that works. She clarified that the liens are on the property owners, and 
not Mr. Green.

Mr. Green stated that he had been told different things at each meeting. Chair Kaufman disagreed with this 
assessment. 

Ms. Barb Kent, 2009 Sunrise Drive, spoke on behalf of Mr. Green, who runs one of her houses. She stated her 
belief that Code Enforcement is getting paid to do this job and that homeowners were being charged to appear 
before the Board. She asked for a breakdown of fees. 

Member Boyd stated that on the notice of violation letter, it was stated that fees could be assessed if the property 
was not in compliance prior to the Board hearing. He once received a letter as a property owner. If they were 
concerned, they should have called Code Enforcement and resolved the issue sooner when notice was first given 
in 2019.

Chair Kaufman stated that the operator, Mr. Green, and the property owners all had 180-day notice that the fees, 
which were listed in the packet, were going to be assessed.
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Mr. Green stated that he thought he has an additional two weeks; Member Boyd pointed out that he had been 
given the additional time.

City Attorney Bach clarified the administrative fees process and restated that this appeal was not quasi-judicial. 
She lived the case too, and there was plenty of opportunity for dialogue. 

Ms. Kent asked if there was an appeal process and Ms. Bach said there was no appeal process.

Mr. Shawn Hudson, 1719 Pelican Lane, spoke on Mr. Green’s behalf. He stated he worked with Mr. Green and 
part of the delay was due to the pandemic. He compared assessment of administrative fees to a police officer 
charging a citizen asking for directions. He stated that Mr. Green provides a service to the community.

City Attorney Bach stated that the Board cannot change what is written into Code; if citizens do not want 
administrative fees assessed they should speak to Commission.

Member Boyd made a motion, seconded by Member Shults, to deny the appeal. 

Additional discussion ensued. Vice Chair Kresse expressed concern over filing the liens as previously ordered. She 
was uncomfortable with the fact the property owners are responsible for a third party’s violation. She wants staff 
to work out a payment plan.

City Attorney Bach explained that the lien is the only security to ensure the fees are paid. If the homes are sold, 
the fees would not have to be collected if no lien is filed. Her advice is to record the lien. She expressed sympathy 
but also stated that not fees would be due if the properties had been in compliance within the 180 day time frame. 

Member Thompson stated he was conflicted because he has known Mr. Green his whole life but understands 
there are laws. He stated he wanted to find a way to work with Mr. Green, who he feels is reducing crime. 

A vote was taken, and the motion passed 4-2, with Member Thompson and Vice Chair Kresse voting no.

A five-minute recess was taken. The meeting resumed at 6:27 pm and Ms. Newton swore in witnesses for the 
remaining agenda items.

5.2 MARGARET WILLIAMS, 113 N. 10TH STREET, CASE 2019-0277. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach 
Code of Ordinances exist: 42-117 Exterior Structure (Maintenance). Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman introduced the case. Mr. George Wells presented the case for the City. After thanking the Board 
for their service, he entered his staff report and other documents into evidence. He showed a presentation and 
introduced the Williamses, who were present. He asked them to explain the situation with this property, which is 
the elder Ms. Williams’ house. The case was first identified in 2019 as part of 3 homes and was still in violation. 
Mr. Wells is authorized to give a recommendation of 30 days to come into compliance, but he wanted the Board 
to consider the property owner’s testimony.

Ms. Margaret Williams (daughter), 113 N. 10th Street, explained that she handles the majority of her elderly 
mother’s business. The elder Ms. Williams cannot hear well. She explained Mr. Wells misidentified this house as 
part of the other properties, and that there are no economic barriers to maintaining the lawn. Her plan is to 
demolish the building on the property, and an assessment had already been completed. They were waiting for 
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quotes to begin the project. She stated that the cost of the demolition wasn’t an issue, but that a 30-day time 
frame was. She recently applied for demo permits for other properties in the City and it took longer.

Chair Kaufman asked how long it took for a permit recently and Ms. Williams replied that it took 90 days. Ms. 
Forstrom stated that those properties were in the historic district so they had to go through an additional process. 
Chair Kaufman asked if Ms. Williams thought that 90 days was enough time to complete the project. There was 
some discussion of securing the building from trespassers. 

A motion was made by Member Boyd, seconded by Vice Chair Kresse, to find the property in violation of 42-
117, to assess administrative fees as of July 1, and to give 180 days to come into compliance. The motion passed, 
all in favor.

Vice Chair Kresse encouraged Ms. Williams to reach out to Code Enforcement if circumstances required.

5.3 JAMES W. & LINDA K. BUSH, 105 NORTH WOLFF STREET, CASE 2021-0018. Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-117 Exterior Structure (Maintenance). Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman introduced the case. Mr. Wells presented on behalf of the City and entered his staff report and 
documents into evidence. He showed a presentation and explained that this case was complaint-driven due to 
storing of items outside and structure violations; the storage issue is resolved. This is a repeat violator case. He 
recommends the Board find the property in violation and gives the respondent 30 days to come into compliance.

Mr. Jim Bush, 105 North Wolff Street, entered site plans into evidence. He does not dispute Mr. Wells’ facts and 
has hired a contractor as of today to demo portions of the building. He stated that he had also applied for permits 
as of July 1. He stated that he was not popular with his neighbors, and there were reasons for the property to be 
in disrepair; however, he did not explain further. The intention is to demolish and renovate, and he intend to 
attack the project aggressively.

Member Boyd asked for a time frame for completion. Mr. Bush stated 6-9 months. There was discussion on 
progress reports. Mr. Wells stated that they check the property for progress. Chair Kaufman stated that Mr. Bush 
should contact the Code Enforcement department if any issues came up prior to the ninth month.

A motion was made by Member Boyd, seconded by Member Thompson, to find the property in violation of 42-
117, to assess administrative fees as of July 1, and to give nine months to come into compliance. The motion 
passed, all in favor.

 Mr. Wells thanked Mr. Bush for attending.

5.4 GLENN B. & LOVEY MITCHELL, 628 SOUTH 11TH STREET, CASE 2021-0089. Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on private property 
declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman introduced the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and entered his staff report and 
documents into evidence. He showed a presentation while explaining that there was a vehicle with no tag. The 
renter on the property did not speak English well, but through her he had had a phone call with the property 
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owner. The property was still in violation. He recommended finding the property in violation of 42-173, 
assessing administrative fees, and fines of $50 per day beginning July 11 if not in compliance. 

The Board asked Mr. Wells to describe the interaction with the renter and property owner, and he did. 

A motion was made by Member Thompson, seconded by Vice Chair Kresse, to find the property in violation, 
to assess administrative fees, and fines of $50 per day beginning July 11 if not in compliance. The motion 
passed, all in favor.

5.5 DAYLON RICHO, 421 DIVISION STREET, CASE 2021-0229. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code 
of Ordinances exist: 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and 
prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case.

This case came into compliance.

5.6 DAVID KELLY COONROD JR, 2337 SOUTH FLETCHER AVENUE, CASE 2021-0233. Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: 42-119 Rubbish and Garbage (Accumulation) and 42-117 Exterior 
Structure (Maintenance). Requesting Board determination of the case.

Chair Kaufman introduced the case. Mr. Wells presented the case for the City and entered his staff report and 
other documents into evidence. This began as an anonymous complaint. There is a large amount of scrap wood 
and issues with the fence. The owner had not reached out to Code Enforcement. He recommends finding the 
property in violation of 42-119 and 42-117 and to give 30 days for compliance.

City Attorney Bach stated that this is the last time an anonymous complaint will come before the Board, as the 
Florida Legislature passed legislation requiring complainants to provide their contact information. 

Member Crow asked about the significance of the timing on filing the liens and City Attorney Bach explained it 
has to do with the recently enacted ordinance that the liens can be filed after 45 days to allow one additional 
Code Board meeting and then any requests for reduction go to the Commission for review.

Chair Kaufman asked if this is a rental property and Mr. Wells responded yes. Vice Chair Kresse asked whether 
the fence would require a permit and Mr. Wells stated replacing requires a permit but repair does not.

A motion was made by Member Boyd, seconded by Member Crow, to find the property in violation, to assess 
administrative fees, and fines of $50 per day per violation beginning August 2 if not in compliance. The motion 
passed, all in favor.

6. Board Business

Ms. Forstrom thanked Ms. Newton for stepping in as recording secretary while Code Enforcement transitioned 
between administrative assistants. There will be no August meeting due to Commission budget meetings.

Member Boyd addressed the situation with Mr. Green’s appeal where the members of the public were visibly 
agitated, and stated that the Board should let people say their piece. It’s uncomfortable. As volunteers, we can 
only decide whether a property is in violation of the Code, we don’t decide what is written in Code.
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Chair Kaufman stated that when someone says something blatantly untrue, someone should say that the 
statement was incorrect. Member Boyd agreed. 

Member Crow stated that as a Board member for many years, she’s only been uncomfortable three times, and 
one was tonight.

City Attorney Bach had called in a police officer. Consensus was to request police support at all future meetings.  

7. Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Code Enforcement and Appeals Board, Chair Kaufman 
adjourned the meeting at 7:36 p.m.

___________________________________ __________________________________
Katie Newton, Recording Secretary Adam Kaufman, Chair
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