
 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 NOVEMBER 4, 2021
5:30 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
  

 3.1 The minutes from the October 7, 2021, Regular hearing are presented for approval.
   

4. OLD BUSINESS
  

5. NEW BUSINESS
  

 

5.1 RACHRIDGE LLC., 117 CENTRE ST., CASE 2020-0442. Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-117 - Exterior Structure (Maintenance): Land Development 
Code 8.03.03. Requesting Board determination of the case.

   

 

5.2 JOHNSON, KEITH A., 409 S 12TH ST., CASE 2021-0369.Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 
Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on private 
property declared a nuisance and prohibited and Section 78-84 (5) Stopping, standing, or parking 
prohibited in specified places- All vehicles must be currently tagged and registered. Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

   

 
5.3 HUFFMAN, HAL N. & LISA M., 421 S 4TH ST., CASE 2021-0464. Violation(s) of the City of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 Duty to Maintain Property. Requesting 
Board determination of the case.

   

6. BOARD BUSINESS
  

7. ADJOURNMENT
  

Quasi-Judicial – Denotes that the item must be conducted as a Quasi - Judicial hearing in accordance with City Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All members of the public are invited to be present and be heard. Non -English speaking individuals may request a 
language or sign interpreter at least ten (10) working days prior to this meeting. Persons with disabilities requiring 
accommodations in order to participate should contact the City Clerk at (904) 310 - 3115 or TTY/TDD 711 (for the 
hearing or speech impaired).



For information regarding this matter, please contact the Community Development Department (904) 310-3135. If any 
person decides to appeal any decision made by the Code Enforcement & Appeals Board with respect to any matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.



 
 AGENDA 

CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING 
 OCTOBER 7, 2021 

5:30 PM 
CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

204 ASH STREET 
FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
5:33 
 
Members Present: Gail Shults, Nicole Kresse (VC), Adam Kaufman (Chair), Bernard Thompson, 
Andy Fotiades (Alt 2). 
 
Members Absent: Travis Young, Cindy Crow, Buddy Boyd. 
 
Staff Present: 
Crystal Turner 
Katie Newton 
George Wells 
Michelle Forstrom 
Tammi Bach 
Troy Woleshin 
 
A motion was made by Vice Chair Kresse, seconded by Bernard Thompson to seat an alternate, 
Andy Fotiades. Motion passed unanimously  

    
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
    

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
    

 

  

3.1 According to the agenda support documents, the minutes for the July 1st, 2021, regular hearing were 
presented for approval. A motion was made by Vice Chair Kresse, seconded by Member Fotiades. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Kaufman stated that the fees from Mr. Green’s case that he owed to the City were paid in full. The 
hearing took place on July 1, 2021, Mr. Henry Green came into the Code Enforcement office and paid 
all fines and fees the very next day on July 2, 2021, around noon. 
 
Changes in Agenda –  
Officer Wells explained that case 5.3 has been given an extension and will not be presented at this 
hearing. Chair Kaufman requested City Attorney Tammi Bach to describe the Quasi-Judicial procedures. 
Board Secretary Newton swore in Officer Wells and witnesses. Chair Kaufman inquired about Case 5.2 
on the agenda regarding Cecilia Davis Taylor. Chair Kaufman announced he must recuse himself in 5.2 
because he is neighbors with the respondent, and he feels he cannot be impartial. 
  



 
 

 

      
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
    

 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
    

 

  

5.1 MAESTRE, RUTH E. & LORE, PAUL A. 11 SOUTH 7TH ST. CASE 2021-0073. Violation(s) of 
the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-117 Exterior Structure 
(Maintenance). Requesting Board determination of the case.  
 
Chair Kaufman introduced the case.  
 
Officer Wells presented a timeline of the case for the city and submitted evidence into the 
record. He presented all photos relating to the case. On February 16, 2021, he performed an 
initial inspection. Previous owners had prior violations and outstanding code cases and the 
property went into foreclosure. The new owners had not repaired the exterior issues of peeling 
paint and rotten wood. February 16, 2021, he received an e-mail from Mr. Paul Lore, which 
explained due to the extent of work to be done there was no way to complete these repairs 
within the 30 days given for compliance. On March 16, 2021, second inspection was conducted, 
and the property was still in violation. On August 9, 2021, an inspection was performed to 
update and document compliance progress. On August 10, 2021, the Notice of Violation/ 
Notice of Hearing letter was sent by Certified Mail with a return receipt requested. The owner 
signed the return receipt and we received it back in our office on August 18, 2021, showing 
proper service. On September 13, 2021, Mr. Wells performed a Notice of Violation/ Hearing 
inspection, which confirmed the property was still in violation of 42-117. On September 21, 
2021, he received email from Mr. Lore providing an update and the course of future actions. 
The owners have maintained the property regarding overgrowth and have since repaired the 2nd 
floor fiberboard. In conclusion, the property is still in violation of section 42-117. City staff 
feels as if they have had enough time to correct the violation.  
 
Chair Kaufman read the recommended motion: Staff recommends the board to make motion 
finding the property in violation of 42-117. And to assess administrative fees and fines of $100 
per day beginning 30 days after today, starting on November 8, 2021.  
 
The COA has been approved until September 2022 for repainting of the house and repairing 
door. Vice Chair Kresse inquired if this would help repairing the roof, and Mr. Wells said no.  
 
Ms. Ruth Maestre, property owner of 11 S 7th St., explained that Mr. Lore is attending parents’ 
weekend with daughter in college. She addressed the roof and explained she had an inspector 
look at the roof and they believe the roof is sound. She is aware of the rotten wood but was not 
planning on painting immediately. Their first action was maintaining the property regarding 
overgrowth. They have chosen a paint color approved by the city for the home. A lot of work 
has been done on the inside, but they have not done much on the outside. She explained getting 
paint is an issue, hiring painting contractor is not an option due to scheduling out until next 
year. Mr. Lore is about to be out of town for 3 months, Ms. Maestre will still be working on it. 
They have had the roof inspected twice.  
 
Chair Kaufman asked about the COA that is approved by the Historic Council, what did it 
encompass? Painting and any siding boards that need repairing as well as the front door, they 
plan to sand it down and repaint it. Chair Kaufman asked if she has a timeline for this. Ms. 
Maestre said she does not, she doesn’t know what will be found during painting. She can see 



 
 

 

daylight through walls when standing inside. They are aware this will be an extensive project. 
Plan to start at porch at front then move to sides and then the back. She won't be able to give an 
exact time frame but does plan on beginning next week.  
 
Member Fortiades asked about the plan for the property. Ms. Maestre said they thought to do a 
bed and breakfast with 3 rooms but that cannot happen due to parking restraints. They will be 
occupying the residence themselves. Member Fortiades asked Officer Wells if the residence 
was sound, Wells believes that's the case, but he’s only accessed the front porch. Ms. Maestre 
said they have had foundation people out and the house is very sturdy. They are playing catch 
up from years and years of neglect. 
 
Vice Chair Kresse asked if any additional COA’s were needed for porch, ceilings, siding or 
floors. Officer Wells said yes for the porch. Ms. Maestre said they are waiting until they get the 
panel and have it inspected to plan out a course of action on the porch/ floor. She said they will 
have to go back to HDC to get another permit to take care of that. Chair Kaufman said that 
process is 60 to 90 days before you can get on the calendar process. Ms. Maestre stated they 
have hired Jose Miranda as their architect.  
 
Chair Kaufman asked if there are any more questions. Officer Wells said they have gotten 
approval for the paint color, the rest is repairing the rotten wood and having the materials to 
replace it with. Chair Kaufman asked if they paint and replace the rotten wood, would that 
satisfy the City at this time? Officer Wells replied, yes, all peeling paint, painted, repair or 
replace rotten with what HDC approves of. Chair Kaufman, asked if there were any more 
questions? 
 
Chair Kaufman closed hearing and opened discussion. He believes 30 days is not enough time 
for painting and repairing first floor would be difficult with shortage happening on paint. He 
asked Ms. Maestre can she do all the painting on the first floor by herself? She stated yes, they 
have experience doing this before. The second floor will not be done by them, they must hire a 
contractor to do this. Chair Kaufman asked if she begins on project next week, will she have a 
better idea on how long it will take to complete the project? She stated yes. Officer Wells keep 
in mind that structural repairs do require permitting process as well. There is a percentage of 
replacement that the building official goes by, he recommends asking the building department 
for better idea on that subject.  
 
Chair Kaufman asked what the will of the board is. Member Shults asked if they can change it 
to 90 days. Member Fortiades said can they request to get a written monthly progress report in 
detail. Member Shults believes more time would be appropriate. Vice Chair Kresse said she 
would be willing to let them have 6 months now that she knows the issues that are being faced. 
Her suggestion would be 6 months and that the homeowners document everything and if there 
are reasons beyond their control that would be a considerable factor. Chair Kaufman suggested 
postponing all action on case for 6 months but must provide 60-day updates to Code 
Enforcement.  
 
A motion was made by Vice Chair Kresse and Seconded by Member Thompson, to grant 
a 6- month extension; with the homeowners to document and update the City with a 
report every 60 days on the progress. Vote upon passage was taken by voice vote being all 
ayes, carried.  

M     
 



 
 

 

  

5.2 DAVIS- TAYLOR, CECILIA, 112 SOUTH 9TH ST. CASE 2021-0240 Violation(s) of the City of 
Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 Duty to Maintain Property and Section 42-
117 Exterior Structure (Maintenance) (Repeat). Requesting Board determination of the case. 
 
Chair Kaufman recused himself and passed the gavel. Vice Chair Kresse introduced the case.  
 
Officer Wells asked to submit all the documents and evidence into public record. Acting Chair Kresse 
accepted.  
 
Officer Wells presented the case for the City of Fernandina Beach and noted that this is a repeat 
violation. This case was brought before the board previously on August 1, 2019, for the same violations, 
42-116 & 42-117, and the respondent was found in violation.  
 
Officer Wells stated that the case began on August 12, 2020. He followed up on complaint received 
about yard overgrowth, junk, and debris. On inspection, he confirmed the in violation. He observed 
rotten wood on structure and peeling paint. A COA needed to be obtained. He posted a Notice of Visit 
on door, giving the respondent 30 days to correct the violations. On August 20, 2020, he returned a 
phone call from Ms. Davis Taylor, who explained she was working on yard overgrowth and had an 
appointment to meet with Sal Cumella on August 24, 2020, about the COA permit. On September 14, 
2020, a second inspection was performed, and all violations were still present. On September 15, 2020, 
the owner called and asked if we could remove the Code Case hold so she can pull a permit to repair the 
exterior. October 13, 2020, Ms. Davis Taylor called and told us she got volunteers to clean up the 
property and bought a new lawnmower to cut yard that weekend. On January 20, 2021, Mr. Wells 
performed a field inspection to check status of case and no corrections had been made regarding the 
status of the case. He confirmed with the planning department that the COA was good until September 
12, 2021, and the building department permit was good until April 13, 2021. On that day, the Owner 
came into the office to pay fines and fees to satisfy the lien. She wanted to sell a property she owns in 
Yulee which was tied to the Lien the City had on this property. She explained that she can use part of the 
proceeds from selling that property to make improvements on home located on 112 S 9th St. Code 
Enforcement asked Ms. Davis Taylor multiple times to give a time frame of when she believed she can 
get the property into compliance, and she would never provide an answer. As of April 13, 2021, the 
building permit had expired. On August 3, 2021, Mr. Wells completed a field inspection that indicated 
no changes in violation. On August 4, 2021, Code Enforcement mailed a Notice of Hearing/ Notice of 
Violation Letter by Certified Mail and received the return receipt with owner’s signature showing proper 
service. On September 7, 2021, Mr. Wells performed a Notice of Hearing Inspection, the property was 
still in violation. On September 30, 2021, Wells conducted a Pre- Agenda Inspection, and it was still in 
violation of Sections 42-116 & 42-117.  
 
Code Enforcement has allowed the owner sufficient time to correct the violations the community has 
gone above and beyond in the past to help her, to let the property go back into bad shape is not fair to all 
the volunteers who worked hard to assist her prior to come into compliance.  
 
The City recommends a motion to be made to find the property in repeat violation of Sections 42-116, 
Duty to Maintain Property and 42-117 Exterior Structure Maintenance, giving 30 days for the violations 
to come into compliance by November 7, 2021. The City ask that all administrative fees be paid by the 
respondent, and fines of $100.00 per day, per violation begin on November 8, 2021, if not in compliance 
along with filing a lien on property on December 12, 2021.  
Officer Wells presented pictures of the exterior of the home, which revealed rotten wood, peeling paint, 
yard overgrowth, invasive vines growing in many places. He believes that the owner did cut back some 
of the growth since original photos were taken. He stated there was so many people that helped her on 
the last violation, including citizens and city staff, that the work took around 3-4 days. He said that 
recently Ms. Davis Taylor prevented City staff from cutting on the right of way located in front of her 
property. All the permits and COA’s she previously pulled are now expired, and she will have to renew 



 
 

 

all before beginning the work needed on the exterior of the home.  
 
Acting Chair Kresse asked if the Board has any questions for the City. Member Fortiades asked if the 
home was structurally sound. Officer Wells said it is the same situation as it was before, he was able to 
see more of the structure during the last clean up. Note she has corrected some rotten wood areas on 
other cases in the past. Acting Chair Kresse questioned section 42-116, Is that primarily for clearing the 
invasive vines growing on the house? Officer Wells responded “Correct”. There is many on the left rear 
of the property, it was previously cleared in the past. Vice Chair asked if the board had any further 
questions for the City and there were none.  
  
Ms. Jan Carver, attorney, representing Ms. Davis Taylor, spoke about Ms. Davis Taylor; she is in her 
70’s and has significant medical problems. The homeowner did not clear areas of the property due to her 
health; she did hire someone to do what has already been done. She has a proposal from Southern 
Heritage Painting to do the exterior repainting, and she has money left from the sale of a family 
member’s home. The proposal is not for replacing the rotten wood, it is for pressure washing and 
painting the existing wood. She also entered evidence a lengthy list of people she has contacted trying to 
get a proposal, if you look at bottom of proposal the company stated they can start on October the 11th. 
Ms. Carver does not know what good the painting will do when the wood has not been repaired.  
 
Ms. Carver said that she specializes in elderly law, and the owner is on a very limited income. She 
wanted to explore options with Council on Aging and Barnabas to help with the homeowner. Member 
Shults asked if she has contacted the local high school for volunteers. Ms. Carver stated that the owner 
wants to comply. She stated that the homeowner took down a garage in the back on the last case with the 
City. She realizes that the permit and COA will be easily renewed for the owner after hearing the 
previous case before the Board. Owner is making the efforts, but her health is not well, which is why 
Ms. Carver is speaking on her behalf. She asked whether she could answer any questions from the Board 
Members. 
 
Member Fortiades inquired if Compliance with Section 42-116 violation can be met within one month? 
Ms. Carver responded that she believes that is plenty of time if they can find someone to do this for 
homeowner. She believes the owner paid someone on September 8, 2021. She assumes the painters will 
remove the vines on the house.  
 
Member Thompson inquired about the amount of rotten wood to be replaced on the home. Ms. Carver 
explained that she is not a contractor, but she believes the porch area is going to be the biggest concern.  
 
Acting Chair Kresse asked the City if the COA renewal is possible and whether the process was shorter 
than giving permits. Ms. Forstrom responded that the COA can be renewed one time at no charge. The 
building permit requires a fee, but any further detailed questions may be directed to the Building 
Department. She explained that COA approval happens quickly, and the building department is making 
changes currently and a new building official was hired. She does not anticipate that this will take nearly 
as long as it has been taking in the past.  
 
Ms. Carver requested 30 days for the violation of Section 42-116 Maintaining Property and for a 6- 
month extension for the violation of Section 42-117, Exterior Structure, like the preceding respondents 
were given.  
 
Acting Chair Kresse said she knows the City likes to have simplified cases, but asked Ms. Bach about 
special exemptions for certain qualifiers with permits and COA renewals by a certain date rather than 
them having to wait for six months? Ms. Bach replied, yes dealing with the Historic District Council, she 
would say 90 days. Chair Kaufman made a statement that suggested if the permit and COA can be 
renewed automatically if requested by owner, even if its expired. It’s under his understanding the COA 
can be renewed automatically at no charge. The permit process is quite different. Chair Kaufman 



 
 

 

recommends the owner have a meeting with Mr. Cumella in the Planning Department. 
 
Acting Chair Kresse opened Board discussion. Member Fortiades said he believes they have two 
separate issues, one that can be addressed withing a month per recommendation of the City and the 
second needs to be opened for discussion of the Board. Acting Chair Kresse said one option here is to 
rule as two separate cases? All Board members agreed to one month for the violation of 42-116 
Maintenance of Property. Acting Chair Kresse offered if anyone would like to make that motion. Acting 
Chair Kresse requested to split the administrative fees between these two cases? Officer Wells said it has 
been done previously. First the Board must find the property in violation. Acting (VC) Chari Kresse 
confirmed that it is possible to split the admin fees if it was in need. Do we have a motion to find in 
violation?  
 
A motion was made by Member Fortiades, seconded by Member Thompson to find property in 
violation of Section 42-116 Maintenance of Property, and to give the respondent 30 days to come 
into compliance, to assess administrative fees, and to begin fines on November 8, 2021, at $100 per 
day, if not in compliance. Vote upon passage was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried.  
 
City Attorney Tammi Bach recommended that Ms. Carver inform the owner to keep communication up 
with City’s Code Enforcement. Officer Wells offered a reminder to ensure homeowner is aware that the 
grass must be below 12” in height. Ms. Carver stated that the owner understands this.  
 
Acting Chair Kresse moved to the violation of section 42-117, Exterior Structure and asked for 
suggestions. Member Fortiades said he believes they should allow a 6-month extension and request a 
monthly progress report be submitted. Member Thompson said he believes they should factor it into the 
decision that this case, and the other case, are guaranteed to find issues with replacing rotten wood that 
could extend the project. Acting Chair Kresse did agree that they should base the decision should 
resemble the last case presented at hearing, which was around 6 months to come into compliance. She is 
keeping in mind that there are current supply chain issues, labor issues and shortages in the local area. 
Six months may not be adequate in which case, Kresse believes if the homeowner were to document the 
upcoming issues of why it wasn’t completed within the monthly or bimonthly repots, that would be 
taken into consideration of the Board.  
 
A Motion was made by Member Fortiades, seconded by Member Thompson, to find Case Number 
2020-0240 in violation of Section 42-117, to request monthly progress reports be submitted, to 
assess administrative fees and a $100 fine per day after six months if the property is not in 
compliance. Vote upon passage was taken by voice vote being all ayes, carried.  
       

 

  

5.3 HARRIS, DARALL L. & JO ANN L., Parcel 00-00-31-1800-0146-0011, CASE 2021-0298. 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-116 Duty to Maintain 
Property. Requesting Board determination of the case. 
 
Given extension 

      
 

6. BOARD BUSINESS 
 
The staff and Board welcomed Crystal Turner as the new Code Enforcement Board Secretary.  
  

    
  

 

7. ADJOURNMENT  
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm. 
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