
AGENDA
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 12, 2022

5:00 PM
CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS

204 ASH STREET
FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER
  

2. ROLL CALL
  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
  

 4.1 March 2022 Minutes

   

5. PUBLIC COMMENT NOT ON THE AGENDA
  

6. PRESENTATION
  

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS
  

 7.1 Bylaws Discussion
   

 7.2 Dog Park 
   

 7.3 Grant Research/Opportunities
   

 7.4 Youth Advisory Committe / Survey Update
   

8. STAFF REPORT
  

 8.1 March 2022 Staff Report

   

9. OTHER BUSINESS
  

10. NOTICE OF COMMUNICATION
  



11. ADJOURNMENT
  

All members of the public are invited to be present and be heard. Persons with disabilities 
requiring accommodations in order to participate in this program or activity should contact the 

City Clerk at 904-310-3115 or TTY/TDD 711 (for the hearing or speech impaired).



Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
Regular Meeting 
March 8th, 2022

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee met on Tuesday March 8, 2022 at 5:00pm for a regular 
meeting. Present was Member Norris, Member Bartelt, Member Ross, Chair Grant, Vice Chair Pugh, 
Member Chapman, and Member Camera. 

1. CALL TO ORDER by Chair Grant at 5:00pm

2. ROLL CALL

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4.1 January 2022 Sub-Committee Minutes 

Member Ross made a motion to approve January sub-committee minutes 2022 Minutes second 
Member Pugh; all Aye

4.2 February 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes

Vice Chair Pugh page two of second paragraph from the top “Chair Grant reminded city residents about 
tax money.” Staff will clean that section up. 

Approve February 2022 regular minutes with addition from above Chair Ross moves to approve Second 
Member Norris; All Aye

5. PUBLIC COMMENT NOT ON THE AGENDA

Olivia Rogers 870 Atlantic View Drive Member of The City of Fernandina Beach Youth Advisory 
Committee 

Member Ross made a Motion to approve youth advisory to conduct survey within the Fernandina Beach 
High School to get a youth opinion / Second Member Camera; All Aye

6. PRESENTATION

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS

7.1 Upcoming Ethics Training in March

Member Camera was notified of ethics training March 25, 2022, 12:30pm-4:30pm through City Attorney 
Tami Bach’s Office.

Member Camera cannot make meeting on March 25, 2022, Member Ross mentioned there is an online 
option. Scott Mikelson said he would follow up with Member Camera.



7.2 Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Procedures

Member Grant provided Roberts rules simplified to help guide her and future members and chairs 
through this process.  

There was a discussion of the PRAC procedures and review of By-Laws.  This would be discussed at a 
sub-committee meeting. 

New orientation packet is on a Share point file minute, bi-laws Chair Grant asked for it to be resent to 
her. 

Website still has Member Ross listed as the chair on website Chair Grant asked for this to be changed.

Motion to put on hold the use of the light system until subcommittee meeting Member Ross, second 
Member Norris; All Aye. 

7.3 Commission Presentation of 2021 Accomplishments and 2022 Work

The Presentation will be presented to the City Commission on March 15 2022, Planning to attend are 
Scott Mikelson, Chair Grant, Vice Chair Pugh and Member Ross.

7.4 Central Park Playground Equipment

Chair Grant included an article for members to consider about inclusive playgrounds. 

Chair Grant presented features with Natural elements at central park playground where kids can create 
their own play.  

Scott Mikelson asked, what do we want our parks to be? Do we want something with multiple pieces 
with different abilities and ages of children to play with? Inclusive ADA compliant area with pour and 
play for wheelchair accessibility? Do we want a large climbing structure? Any time we talk about 
inclusiveness we are talking about a lot of money. What does the city want? Is it goal for a large climbing 
structure with mulch and then a separate area with pour and play with ADA structures?

Scott Mikelson and Chair Grant met with the City Manager and the Leader of the Girl Scouts to discuss 
how much money should we raise to have all the things we want in a playground or multiple 
playgrounds. Did not fall on a number but that they would move forward. Told not to Attend PRAC 
meeting because this is an introduction to what they are doing. Vice Chair Pugh was there a discussion 
that the city manager would be recommending money for the next budget cycle? Currently in the capital 
improvement plan for next year there is $150,000 for playground equipment. Scott doesn’t think we are 
at the point in the budget planning process to know how much money there is to spend. Chair Grant 
confirmed that the money couldn’t be spent either way until October 2022. 

Member Camera if people are coming fourth asking how we can help to fray cost and put the equipment 
out there they should be apart of it including the public, girl scouts or any organization. They should 
know what we can do based on the parameters and guideline.

Member Chapman recommends to adding natural equipment to Simmons Park. 

The baseball fields at central park were discussed. 



Babe Ruth will be making a donation of $20,000 to the City for the backstop which gives the city the 
ability to put the poles up and redo the fencing. 

7.5 Commission Budget Projections

Member Ross Compiled from projections from property appraiser and verified by city comptroller. 
Reviewed the last commission workshop budget discussion. 

Member Pugh asked Scott is there any possibility given what we’ve seen that department can be asked 
where you can cut back in addition to what they want to spend. 

Subcommittee meeting with the girl scouts. Scott will let everyone know when that is happening. 

8.1 January 2022 Report

Update on cost analysis presented by Scott Mikelson

Member Ross asks to include downtown and all it takes to maintain it into a budget

February and March Reports will be reviewed at the April Meeting

9. OTHER BUSINESS

Member Chapman would like to add item for discussion of building a dog park with impact fees to next 
month’s meeting agenda.  

Vice Chair Pugh asked for an update on the Assessment plan. Chair Grant will reach out to City Manager 
for status.  

10. NOTICE OF COMMUNICATION 

11. ADJOURNMENT by Chair Grant at 6:36pm 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 









Dog Park: Prior PRAC Discussions, Information, and Decisions 

1.  February 11, 2020 PRAC Regular Meeting  

 Presentation:  Mr. Steve Cook, See Item 5.2 (Introduction) 

See Video at https://fernandinabeachfl.new.swagit.com/videos/41974 ,  

Start at Item 5.2. 

 

2. March 10, 2020 PRAC Regular Meeting 

Item 5.2 Dog Park- Steve Cook 

See Video at https://fernandinabeachfl.new.swagit.com/videos/44297,  

Start at Item 5.2.  Lots of speakers . . . 

Continued into Item 6.1. 

Dog Waste 

Nation Recreation and Parks Association https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-

magazine/2018/november/dogs-in-parks-managing-the-waste/  

“The stark fact is that only about 60 percent of dog owners pick up after their dogs; 40 percent 
do not. This seems to hold true with some exceptions on the type of area according to studies 
done in parks, in urban communities, and in suburban areas. 

A 2017 Penn State University study of dog waste for the Leave No Trace Outdoor Ethics Center in 
Open Space and Mountain Parks of Boulder (Colorado) found that dog caretakers with dogs on a 
leash were most likely to pick up after their dogs and dispose of the waste in receptacles. 
However, park visitors with dogs said the infrequent number of pet waste stations made them less 
likely to pick up and dispose of their dog’s waste. 

The problems are not just from the solid waste and nutrients that can wash into local streams and 
lakes, but also the potential for spreading pathogenic bacteria and viruses, including E.coli, 
salmonella, cryptosporidium and a range of intestinal worms and parasites that can be transmitted to 
other dogs and mammals. Numerous studies have shown that much of the bacteria in urban waters 
comes from pet waste. 

Tackling the Problem at the Source 
Prince George’s County, Maryland, is meeting the problem head on. The county has launched a 
comprehensive effort to deal with dog waste in its communities and has applied several creative and 
innovative strategies to get people engaged. 

Dawn Hawkins-Nixon, the associated director for sustainability for the Department of the Environment 
(DOE) in Prince George’s County, says that the catalyst for their initiatives was the granting of the 
county’s MS4 permit in 2014. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulates the conveyances of 
stormwater into the waters of the United States, and Prince George’s County’s permit contained a 
requirement that the county reduce harmful bacteria levels in the Anacostia River and Piscataway 
Creek watersheds. 

This requirement coincided with the growing concern residents expressed to the county about pet 
waste in common areas. “The lack of responsibility by pet owners was a major concern by residents, 
who wanted us to do something about it,” says Hawkins-Nixon. This led the DOE to begin a 
comprehensive program of education and awareness intended to change peoples’ behavior. The 

https://fernandinabeachfl.new.swagit.com/videos/41974
https://fernandinabeachfl.new.swagit.com/videos/44297
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2018/november/dogs-in-parks-managing-the-waste/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2018/november/dogs-in-parks-managing-the-waste/


scale of the problem is significant, according to Hawkins-Nixon. DOE estimates there are 150,000 
dogs within the county that produce 37,400,000 lbs. of waste per year. Since only 60 percent, at best, 
pick up, this leaves 45,000 lbs. per day that is, essentially, untreated sewage. 

Many of these inner Beltway communities in Prince George’s County are integrally linked to the 
stream valley parklands of the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC), 
which connects communities to these linear parks by trails and by community and neighborhood 
parks. MNCPPC also owns five dog parks, which are popular and well-used, within these 
communities. Reducing the impacts of dog waste pollution from dog parks and within the larger 
community requires a full effort by county agencies and community organizations. 

The bottom line is that the county is improving public health, reducing runoff into streams and 
waterways, and making communities more of a place to love and appreciate. “It’s great to be able to 
go out to public places and play with your kids safely,” Hawkins-Nixon adds.” 

Noise Concerns: 

1. “Neighbors Growling about Dog Park Location” 
https://www.mercurynews.com/2012/11/06/neighbors-growling-about-dog-park-location/  

2. “Noise Concerns Threaten Dog Park in Chevy Chase” 
https://bethesdamagazine.com/bethesda-beat/government/noise-concerns-threaten-dog-park-
in-chevy-chase/  

3. City Closes Dog Park https://www.marinij.com/2017/11/27/city-closes-dog-park-after-
complaints-of-excessive-noise/  “The Burlington Free Press reports that South Burlington 
decided to close Jaycee Park last week and create a committee to establish new standards 
before opening dog parks in residential areas.” 

4. Dog Barking Noise Barrier https://acoustiblok.com/2018/06/28/dog-park-noise-barrier/  

Dog Fights, Socialization, and Disease: 

1. The Dog Park Is Bad, Actually 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/smarter-living/the-dog-park-is-bad-actually.html  

2. Aggressive Behavior at the Dog Park 

https://www.lakeforestvets.com/aggressive-behavior-between-dogs-at-the-dog-
park.html#:~:text=The%20aggression%20that%20we%20witness,easily%20get%20out%20of
%20control.  

3. Five Tips for Avoiding Fights at the Dog Park 

https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/behavior/avoiding-fights-at-the-dog-park/  

4. Why Picking Up Pet Waste Is Necessary 

https://www.shilohsvet.com/blog/a-poopy-problem-why-picking-up-your-pets-waste-is-
necessary/#:~:text=Hookworm%2C%20roundworm%2C%20tapeworms%2C%20and,through
%20contact%20with%20pet%20waste.  

5. Socialization Check List https://www.louisianaspca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Puppy-
Socialization-Checklist.pdf  
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Resources for GrantsResources for Grants 

National 
Bridgestone America’s Trust Fund  

https://www.bridgestoneamericas.com/en/company/foundations/community-

engagement 

 

James M. Cox Foundation 

Description: The James M. Cox Foundation provides funding for capital campaigns 

and special projects in communities where Cox Enterprises Inc. does business. The 

Foundation is concentrating its community support in several priority areas: 

Conservation and Environment; Early Childhood Education; Empowering Families 

and Individuals for Success; Health. 

https://www.coxenterprises.com/corporate-responsibility/james-m-cox-

foundation/application-process 

 

KABOOM! 

Description: Playground grants to help communities build safe places for kids to 

play.KaBOOM! has ongoing grant opportunities including Build it with KABOOM!, 

Build it Yourself and Play Everywhere. Landscape Structures is proud to partner 

with KABOOM! as their primary supplier of playground equipment. 

Contact Info: grants@kaboom.org     https://kaboom.org/grants 
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Land & Water Conservation Fund Coalition 

Description: The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is America's most 

important program to conserve irreplaceable lands and improve outdoor 

recreation opportunities throughout the nation. The program works in 

partnership with federal, state and local efforts to protect land in our national 

parks, national wildlife refuges, national forests, national trails, and other public 

lands; to preserve working forests and ranchlands; to support state and local 

parks and playgrounds; to preserve battlefields and other historic and cultural 

sites; and to provide the tools that communities need to meet their diverse 

conservation and recreation needs.    https://lwcfcoalition.org/orlp 

 

Meet Me at the Park Play Spaces Grant Program 

Description: National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) and The Walt 

Disney Company have come together to improve access to outdoor play through 

the Meet Me at the Park Play Spaces Grant Program. Thanks to a $1 million 

donation from Disney, grant funding is available to provide additional 

communities with increased access to inclusive play spaces in local parks for 

children and families. As part of this program, park and recreation agencies in all 

50 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. Territories are invited to share their 

best ideas on increasing access to inclusive play spaces for children and families in 

underserved communities. Agencies with the most innovative, scalable and 

impactful project ideas will receive grants to build their projects. 

This investment supports NRPA and Disney’s combined goal of providing one 

million kids and families with greater access to play. 

https://www.nrpa.org/our-work/partnerships/initiatives/meet-me-at-the-park/ 

 

The Kresge Foundation 

Dsecription: Deploying an array of grantmaking and social investing tools – 

usually in partnership with nonprofit, public, private and philanthropic 

organizations – to address society’s most intractable problems.   

https://kresge.org/ 

https://lwcfcoalition.org/orlp
https://www.nrpa.org/our-work/partnerships/initiatives/meet-me-at-the-park/
https://kresge.org/


 

The Quality of Life Grants Program/Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation 

Description: Description: The Quality of Life Grants Program, created by the late Dana Reeve, strives to 

empower individuals with disabilities and their families by providing grants to nonprofit organizations that 

improve quality of life through inclusion, access, independence, opportunities for community engagement, 

and other life-enhancing endeavors. https://www.christopherreeve.org/get-

support/grants-for-non-profits   
 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

Description: The Kellogg Foundation makes grants to organizations that embrace a similar mission of 

creating communities, systems, and nations in which all children have an equitable and promising 

future; one in which all children thrive. Our grants will fund programs and projects that support children, 

families, and communities as they strengthen and create conditions that propel children to achieve 

success as individuals and as contributors to the larger community and society. 
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Bridgestone America’s Trust Fund    

https://www.bridgestoneamericas.com/en/company/foundations/community-

engagement 
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PARKS & RECREATION
(March, 2022; Scott Mikelson)

Dune Walkovers
 Relocated the numbered beach access 

poles along the beach to make them 
more visible. (Accesses 40 south to 16 
north)

 Added extra “No Driving Beyond this 
Point” signs at the Seaside Park/ Sliders 
beach access.

 Replaced broken deck boards at beach 
access 24.

Parks
 Commenced replacing ramps at the 

skate park at Main Beach.  Forty new 
ramps are being installed.

 Major irrigation repairs at the YBOR 
Sports Complex are ongoing.

 Completed trimming all 190 palm trees 
at Main Beach.

 Planted and mulched the landscape beds 
at City Hall, Peck, and the ARC.

 Delivered barricades, banners, and 
cones in support of special events.

 Completed weekly clean-up of 
downtown with the Streets Department.

 Added palm trees to Main Beach and 
Seaside Park.

 Completed broadcast weed control on all 
sports fields.

 Pressure washing of the downtown 
sidewalks is ongoing.

 Installed a bike repair station downtown 
at the Butterfly Garden/ Depot.

 Built new seats for the pavilions at Main 
Beach.  Installation is in progress.

 Assisted Flowering Fernandina with 
removing trees from the planted pots 
and relocated them elsewhere.

 Switched over to our full summer 
‘mowing, edging, weed eating and 
blowing” schedule in all areas.

Atlantic Recreation Center Activities
 68 Atlantic fitness memberships, 81% 

City residents
 40 pool memberships, 71% City 

residents
 36 water aerobic memberships, 72% City 

residents

 27 pool/fitness memberships, 83% City 
residents.

 1,042 individual uses of the Atlantic 
fitness center.

  633 individual uses of the Atlantic pool.
  592 individual uses of water aerobics at 

Atlantic pool.

Number of Facility Reservations in 
addition to our regularly scheduled 
courses, sponsored events and after 
school programs
 17 pavilion rentals
 6 facility rentals 

Bosque Bello Cemetery
 12 burial permits issued
 6 monument permits issued
 26 lots sold
 5 deeds were processed
 826 full lots available for purchase

Aquatics
 5 participants in Lifeguard 

Recertification Certification Course
 30 Participants in Homeschoolers Clinic
 18 Participants in Spring Group Swim 

Lessons session 1 

Special Event Permits
 2 event permits were issued

Peck Gym Use
  Individual weight room uses:  217 City 

users, 12 Non-City
 Open adult indoor soccer:  40 City 

players
 Youth team volleyball – Nassau Elite 

Volleyball Club:  46 City players, 197 
Non-City

MLK Recreation Center
 94 Individual uses of water aerobics at 

MLK pool
 61 individual uses of the MLK pool 
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