
 
 AGENDA 

CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING 
 MAY 9, 2024 

5:00 PM 
CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

204 ASH STREET 
FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034 

 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
    
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
    
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
    
  3.1 The minutes from the April 4, 2024, regular hearing are presented for approval.  
      
4. OLD BUSINESS 
    

  4.1 MICHAEL BRODSKY, 502 STANLEY DR., CASE 2023-0271: Property owner petitioning for fine 
reduction requests board determination of the case.  

      
5. NEW BUSINESS 
    

  
5.1 LINDA F. HOWISON, 213 N 3RD ST., CASE 2024-0014: Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 

Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-117 Exterior Structure (Maintenance). Requesting Board 
determination of the case. 

      

  
5.2 EUGENE HOOVER JR, 1717 BEECH ST., CASE 2024-0058: Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina 

Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-173 Wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles on private 
property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

      

  
5.3 WILLIAM DUENAS, 1608 PENBROOK DR, CASE 2024-0042: Violation(s) of the City of 

Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Land Developement Code 5.01.10 Fences and Walls. 
Requesting Board determination of the case. 

      

  
5.4 JAMES JOHN O'CONNER TRUST, 703 GARDEN STREET, CASE 2024-0029: Violation(s) of 

the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-117 Exterior Structure 
(Maintenance) and Land Developement Code Ch 7.01.05D Specific Parking Restrictions for Boats and 
Trailers. Requesting Board determination of the case. 

      
6. BOARD BUSINESS 
    
7. ADJOURNMENT 
    
 

 
“Quasi-Judicial” signifies that the proceeding must adhere to Quasi-Judicial hearing protocols as outlined by the City Commission’s procedures 
and Florida Statutes.  
 



 

 
 

 

All members of the public are encouraged to attend and express their views. Individuals who do not speak English 
fluently may request language or sign interpreters at least ten (10) working days before the meeting. Persons with 
disabilities needing accommodation to participate should contact the City Clerk at (904) 310-3115 or TTY/TDD 711 for 
the hearing or speech impaired. 
 
For inquiries regarding this matter, please reach out to the Code Enforcement Department at (904) 310-3440. Should any 
individual wish to challenge a decision made by the Code Enforcement & Appeals Board concerning any matter discussed 
during the meeting, they must ensure that a precise record of the proceedings is generated. This record should encompass 
the testimonies and evidence crucial for the appeal process. 
 
 



 AGENDA
CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD HEARING

 APRIL 4, 2024
5:00 PM

CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS
204 ASH STREET

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The April 4, 2024 Code Enforcement and Appeals Board Hearing is called to order at 5:02 pm. 

ROLL CALL /DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
Member Thompson
Member Fotiades 
Member Kresse
Chair Kent 
Vice Chair Stines 
Member Postma 

Others Present: Officer Wells, Crystal Rimes (Board Secretary), Attorney Bach, Michelle Forstrom. 

Quasi-Judicial proceedings explained by Attorney Bach. No Ex-Parte Communications. 
  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
  

 

3.1 The minutes from the March 7, 2024, regular hearing are presented for approval. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MEMBER THOMPSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
POSTMA TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 7, 2024, CODE 
ENFORCEMENT AND APPEALS BOARD HEARING. 

   

4. OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Paul Lore, 11 S 7th Street stopped by to provide an update regarding his property. The exterior of the home 
has been painted but not completed at this time. 

  

5. NEW BUSINESS
  

 

5.1 MARY E. & ANJANETTE M. BROWN, PARCEL 00-00-31-1800-0161-0290, CASE CODE-2024-
0038: Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-117 Wrecked 
or inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited. Requesting Board 
determination of the case.

City Presentation: 
Officer Wells commenced the presentation by formally submitting all the evidence to the record & 
announced the case. On February 12, 2024, Officer Wells documented an observed violation of an 
abandoned vehicle parked on a vacant lot with deflated tires, initiated a code case and captured 



photographic evidence of the violation. Subsequently, a Notice of Violation / Notice of Hearing 
(NOV/NOH) letter was mailed via certified mail on February 13, 2024, to the owner’s address granting 
a 14-day period to correct the violation. On February 15, 2024, the green return receipt card was 
delivered by the USPS and signature acknowledging receipt. Officer Wells conducted a follow up 
inspection on February 27, 2024, this confirmed the vehicle was still in violation. On February 28, 2024, 
a pre-agenda inspection revealed no corrective actions have been taken. 

In conclusion, Officer Wells presented a summary of the case. The City recommends a motion to be 
made to find the respondent in violation of the Code of Ordinances, Section 42-173, giving the owner 
(10) ten additional days to come into compliance by April 14, 2024. The City recommends a motion to 
be made that all administration fees be paid by the Respondent and a fine of $ 25.00 per day to begin on 
April 15. 2024 if not in compliance by April 14, 2024, with a lien placed on this property in forty-five 
(45) days.

Board Questions for the City: 
Member Fotiades – Where is the vehicle physically parked? 
Officer Wells – Its parked on the adjacent vacant lot which also belongs to the same party. Ms. Gibbs & 
Ms. Brown both have tax records on the house. 
The property owner of the house and vacant lot are kin.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MEMBER POSTMA AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
FOTIADES TO FIND THE PROPERTY IN VIOLATION OF MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
ORDINANCES SECTION 42-173, ALLOW 10 ADDITIONAL DAYS TO COME INTO 
COMPLIANCE BY APRIL 14, 2024. ALL ADMINISTRAITVE FEES TO BE PAID BY THE 
RESPONDENT AND A FINE OF $25.00 PER DAY COMMENCING APRIL 15, 2024, IF 
VIOLATION PERSISTS. A LIEN PLACED ON THE PROPERTY 45 DAYS AFTER 
COMPLIANCE. FINDINGS OF FACTS WILL BE MAILED FIRST CLASS AND CERTIFIED 
MAIL. MOTION PASSED. 
Chair Kent: Y
Vice Chair Stines: Y
Member Thompson: Y
Member Fotiades: Y
Member Kresse: N
Member Postma: Y

Attorney Bach requested for Code Enforcement Staff to send the owner the Finding of Facts document 
First Class mail & Certified mail to ensure delivery. 

   

 

5.2 GARY CHRISTOPHER MANTELL, 2036 HIGHLAND DR., CASE CODE-2024-0039: 
Violation(s) of the City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances exist: Section 42-173 Wrecked or 
inoperable motor vehicles on private property declared a nuisance and prohibited & 42-117 Exterior 
Structure (Maintenance). Requesting Board determination of the case.

Officer Wells begins his presentation by submitting all evidence to the record. Officer Wells received a 
text message around 4pm on April 4, 2024 regarding his attendance of this hearing. Officer Wells 
provided a physical copy of the message to the Board Members. This case began on February 7, 2024, 
when a complaint was received in the Code Enforcement office from Mr. Clyde Davis concerning the 
property next to his. A meeting was scheduled with Officer Wells and Michelle Forstrom (Code 
Enforcement Dep. Director) and Mr. & Mrs. Davis on February 12, 2024. Numerous violations were 
observed during this visit. It was noted that Mr. Mantell owned a plumbing business, a second LBTR for 
his personal address is requested by the City due to a company plumbing truck with the logo parked on 
the property. Officer Wells noted chain link fence that has fallen over around the perimeter of the 



property, covered in vegetation, invasive vines and overgrown needs to be removed or cut down. On 
February 12, 2024, a NOV/NOH letter was hand delivered and posted on the front door of the property 
allowing 30 additional days to come into compliance, an affidavit of service was completed for the 
delivery. On March 13, 2024, a NOV/NOH inspection was conducted, and no changes have been made. 
A pre-agenda inspection was conducted on March 27, 2024, by Officer Wells. In conclusion, of all the 
violations, the only one brought into compliance is the wooden fence that was reduced down in height to 
6ft, bringing it into compliance. 

Officer Wells summarized the case and announced that the City recommends a motion to be made to 
find the respondent in violation of the Code of Ordinances, Section: 42-116, 42-117, 42-173, 74-66, and 
LDC Chapter # 5.01.09 giving the owner (30) thirty additional days to come into compliance by May 5, 
2024. The City recommends a motion to be made that all administration fees be paid by the Respondent 
and a fine of $ (50.00) per day to begin on May 6, 2024, if not in compliance by May 5, 2024, with a 
lien placed on this property in forty-five (45) days. 

Officer Wells read a message that was from Mr. Mantell. This message was received on April 4, 2024, 
the letter read that Mr. Mantell announced the neighbor, Mr. Clyde has a restraining order on Mr. 
Mantell. Mr. Mantell cannot go within 50ft of the property, therefore he can not do anything with the car 
and cannot attend the hearing because of the restraining order. The vehicle has current tags and 
insurance up to date, therefore it is not abandoned. Mr. Mantell noted he was not feeling well on April 4, 
2024, but stated he will come into the Code Enforcement office on April 5, 2024.  

Public Hearing begins:
Clyde Davis, 2040 Oak marsh Dr., the adjacent property of Mr. Mantell’s. Mr. Davis explained that he 
cannot come within 50 ft of Mr. Davis but not anything that states he cannot make the corrections 
located on his property. Mr. Davis is an attorney and litigates issues, he would like his home to be 
peaceful and issue free. Mr. Davis has owned the property since 1980. This issue first began when Mr. 
Mantell built the fence that encroached about 2 feet onto Mr. Davis’s property. This fence was 
constructed without a permit from the City or permission from Mr or Mrs. Davis. Mr. Davis explained 
the mailbox that was constructed out of a concrete base (PRP) permanent reference point installed by the 
surveyors. This mailbox was installed on the City right-of-way. Mr. Davis passed out photos of the 
issues to the Board Members. Mr. Davis mentioned a photo that revealed a tarp draped over the wooden 
fence. The fence was constructed with the good side facing out. Mr. Mantell constructed a drainage 
system that causes stormwater to now go onto Mr. Davis’s property. Graffiti was sprayed on the fence 
and that is what was covered with the tarp. There have been issues with fiber optic companies coming 
onto their property. The PRP on the post was inspected by the interim city manager and others. Mr. 
Mantell demonstrated behaviors that encouraged the Davis’s to put the restraining order against Mr. 
Mantell. 

Member Fotiades asked what is Mr. Mantells’ retort over this? Mr. Davis said Mr. Mantell could dispute 
the location of the property line, but Mr. Davis is confident that the property line is correct. A chain link 
fence was damaged during a storm back in 2020. Landscaping debris and wooden fence pieces have 
been thrown by Mr. Mantell onto Mr. Davis’s property. Someone on Mr. Mantell’s property hung a 
sheet for them to see with vulgar language, the same type of language was also put in the mailbox. 
Attorney Bach announced the state legislature added section 559.955 of Florida Statues that allows 
people to run home business. The City can enforce the local business tax receipts (LBTR) and require 
Mr. Mantell to hold an LBTR. 

Board Discussion Begins: 
Member Fotiades clarified that there are 6 issues at hand: Fence, Vehicle, overgrowth, outside storage, 
chain length fencing, LBTR. 



A MOTION WAS MADE BY MEMBER FOTIADES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
THOMPSON TO FIND THE PROPERTY IN VIOLATION OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
ORDINANCES SECTION 42-116, 42-117, 42-173, 74-66 & LDC CHAPTER 5.01.09 ALLOW 30 
ADDITIONAL DAYS TO COME INTO COMPLIANCE BY MAY 5, 2024. ALL 
ADMINISTRAITVE FEES TO BE PAID BY THE RESPONDENT AND A FINE OF $50 PER 
DAY COMMENCING MAY 5TH, 2024 IF VIOLATION PERSISTS. A LIEN PLACED ON THE 
PROPERTY 45 DAYS AFTER COMPLIANCE. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   
6. BOARD BUSINESS
  

 
6.1 CODE ENFORCEMENT & APPEALS BOARD - SPECIAL MEETING - APRIL 30, 2024 

Time will be set from 3-5pm 90 minute meeting 
   

 6.2 Reminder - The May Hearing will be on May 9, 2024, due to the Shrimp Festival Parade. 
   

7. ADJOURNMENT 6:30pm 
  

Quasi-Judicial – Denotes that the item must be conducted as a Quasi - Judicial hearing in accordance with City Commission 
established procedure and Florida Statutes.

All members of the public are invited to be present and be heard. Non -English speaking individuals may request a 
language or sign interpreter at least ten (10) working days prior to this meeting. Persons with disabilities requiring 
accommodations in order to participate should contact the City Clerk at (904) 310 - 3115 or TTY/TDD 711 (for the 
hearing or speech impaired).

For information regarding this matter, please contact the Community Development Department (904) 310-3135. If any 
person decides to appeal any decision made by the Code Enforcement & Appeals Board with respect to any matter 
considered at such meeting he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.







CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH                   George Wells
____________________________________________________________
Code Enforcement Department               Code Enforcement Officer
(904) 310-3440                                            (904) 310-3442

DATES # OF DAYS FINE PER DAY TOTAL
APRIL 7 - APRIL 22, 2024 15 $50.00 $750.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

TOTAL FINES $750.00

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE FEES $234.92

GRAND TOTAL DUE $984.92

** TOTAL AMOUNT DUE MUST BE PAID IN FULL TO CLOSE THIS CASE AND AVOID A LIEN ON THIS PROPERTY **

(904) 310-3440 • TDD/TTY 711 • www.fbfl.us/Code

Equal Opportunity Employer

Mailing Address: 204 Ash Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 • Physical Address: 516 S. 10th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

FINES & FEES INCURRED FROM
502 STANLEY DR 
AS OF  4/26/24

CODE CASE  #2023-0271



CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH                   George Wells
____________________________________________________________
Code Enforcement Department               Code Enforcement Officer
(904) 310-3440                                            (904) 310-3442

STAFF PERSONNEL OR ITEMS

# OF 
UNITS OR 

HOURS

PRICE OR 
RATE PER 

HOUR TOTAL
Michelle Forstrom, Code Enforcement Director 1 $39.71 $39.71
George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer 5 $27.13 $135.65
Crystal Turner, Administrative Coordinator/Board Secretary 2 $25.60 $51.20

0 $23.50 $0.00

Certified letters mailed 1 $7.85 $7.85
First Class letters mailed 1 $0.51 $0.51

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE FEES DUE $234.92

Mailing Address: 204 Ash Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 · Physical Address: 516 S. 10th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 310-3440 · TDD/TTY 711 · www.fbfl.us/Code

Equal Opportunity Employer

502 Stanley Drive
AS OF 03-07-2024 

CODE CASE  # 2023-0271

**TOTAL AMOUNT DUE MUST BE PAID IN FULL TO CLOSE THIS CASE AND AVOID A LIEN ON THIS PROPERTY**

Record Findings of Facts with the Clerk of Circuit 
Court of Nassau County

ADMINISTRATIVE FEES INCURRED FROM



STAFF REPORT 
Case # 2024-0014 

City of Fernandina Beach Code Enforcement & Appeals Board 
May 9, 2024 

 
Violation Information 
 
 
Owner Linda F. Howison 

P. O. Box 244 
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32035-0244 
 

Violation City of Fernandina Beach – Code of Ordinances,  
Section: 42-117 – Exterior Structure (Maintenance)  
 

Location: 213 N. 3rd Street 
 

Summary and Background Information    
 
01/18/204 – I observed this house had several issues on the exterior of the main structure, along with the 
accessory structure. I posted a door hanger on the front door giving the respondent 30 days to correct the 
violation. Recorded photo of door hanger posting. 
 
02/19/204 – A 2nd inspection was performed, and no corrections were made. 
 
02/20/2024 – I mailed a certified NOV/NOH letter to the owner giving the respondent until 3/21/24 to come into 
compliance. 
 
03/18/2024 – Our office had not received the signed return receipt, so we posted a 2nd copy of the NOV/NOH 
letter on the front entry door giving the respondent until 4/18/24 to come into compliance. I recorded a photo 
of the posting. I filled out a notarized affidavit of service. 
 
04/18/2024 – I performed a 2nd NOV/NOH inspection, and no corrections were made. 
 
04/23/2024 – I called the respondent and left a voice mail for them to give me a call concerning their case. 
They did not return my phone call. 
 
04/26/24 – The respondent picked up the first certified letter from the post office. 
 
05/02/2024 – A pre-agenda inspection was performed showing no corrections had been made. 
 
 
Conclusion. 
The property remains in violation as of 05/02/2024. The property owner has not returned our phone call.  
 
Recommendation.  
The City recommends a motion to be made to find the respondent in violation of the Code of Ordinances, 
Section 42-117, giving the owner (30) additional days to come into compliance by June 9th, 2024. The City 
recommends a motion to be made that all administration fees $(263.82) be paid by the Respondent and a fine 
of $ (50.00) per day per violation to begin on (June 10, 2024) if not in compliance by (June 9, 2024).  
 
 
 
George Wells, Code Enforcement Officer 
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